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Editorial 


How Old is 


170? 


ging is a dual sword. On the bright side, it is 
added wisdom with earned knowledge and 
experience. On the other, it bears the risk 
of chronic fatigue and impaired memory. 

Whose age is another question. For humans, 170 
years are beyond consideration while in the context of 
history, 170 could be irrelevant and inconsequential. 

What remains is the measuring tool used; the 
impact observed. 

In 2016, the Armenian Evangelical Church 
- Zwywunwtitwyg Urtnwpwimywt Cytntgh — 
celebrates the 170th Anniversary of its founding. 

| am not about to engage in the historical disserta- 
tion of its founding. For the inquisitive minds volumes 
abound on the subject. 

Today, as we celebrate yet another milestone an- 
niversary of the AEC, we praise God for the illumina- 
tion that it has brought to the nation from the historical 
Homeland to the Near East and all over the Diaspora. 

The Armenian Missionary Association of America 
embraces the grateful notion that the cradle of its glori- 
ous century old service rendered to the nation is the 
founding of the Armenian Evangelical Church in 1846 
in Constantinople. It could be argued that the AMAA 
enjoys a symbiotic relationship of interdependence 
with the Church where, having been delivered by it 
has been faithful in its mission of reinforcing, support- 
ing and sustaining the deliverer and its mission. 

The legacy of the AEC on the stage of the nation’s 
modern history has been one of a glowing halo of 
service in educational, spiritual, cultural, social and 
physical needs — an esteemed, applauded and glori- 
ous journey. 

The Church however, at the threshold of any 
milestone, cannot justify its existence and stall its zest 
relying on past glories. The living church of Christ, of 
which the AMAA is an integral part, must be ready and 


alert to face new challenges 

that an evolving world breeds 

every day. Challenges such as: 
global disintegration and 
decline of moral and spiri- 
tual values 

@ division and discord within 
the Church that could be 
obviated in humility and 
Christian love 

@ physical threats of extinction to Christians and 
minorities in the Near East 

¢ existential threat from hostile neighbors to our 
ancestral homeland 

# and, erosion of our mother tongue, the language 
of the founders of AEC. 


Today, more than ever, armed with fervent cheer- 
fulness and invigorated faith, the Church needs to 
face the future with a solid commitment and iron will 
to march forward with its mission of spreading God’s 
love to our people and all mankind. The legacy of the 
past can only constitute a useful platform for a leap 
forward. 

It is our heartfelt wish and expectation that the 
Church, faithful to its core mission and hand in hand 
with the Universal Church, will share the Good News 
of the Kingdom and preach the Gospel all over the 
world for a witness to all nations calling man to turn 
back to the fountain of eternal love and good, God 
Almighty. 

How old is 170? 

With perpetual dynamism, age is irrelevant. O 


Zaven Khanjian 
Executive Director/CEO 
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Inspirational Corner 


For Guidance and Continued Reformation 


By Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian* 


hile the Armenian Evangelical world celebrates the 170th Anniversary of its formal 
foundation as a church, | celebrate the fact that it is not the numbers, material structures, 
instruments of power, circles of influence, or halls of fame it has been known for, but 
rather for modes of Christian piety, critical thought, circles of Bible study, outreach to the needy, 
passion for the education of the young, simplicity and regularity of communal worship, moments 
of humility and patience in times of brokenness, voluntarism in days of hardship, clinging to the 
Word in season and out of season, and undistracted service in conditions of rejection. 

In no way does this make the Armenian Evangelical Church a 'strong' church. Genuinely speaking, 
the church is always weak because it is in this world. Its greatness or strength is not rooted in our . 
times and places. Truly, when the church, any church, has felt itself as strong, it has fallen in the temptation of clinging to the 
matters of this world. Indeed, high numbers are important to bring about change and make a wider impact. True, material 
structures are important for the creation of memory, and true influence is important to sustain organized life, however, 
keeping the body and losing the soul also applies to the church, including our church. 

Every church, indeed all churches, are called to be 'weak' to this world, and called to be 'strong' to eternal grace. The 
"foolishness of the cross" also suggests the same. 

In this perspective, and while | ponder upon the 170 years of the existence of the Armenian Evangelical Church, three 
main aspects come to mind: 

First, the church is more globally spread today than it ever has been. The same is true for the Armenian Evangelical 
Church. The spread is not only the spread of the gospel through the ministry of our church, as much as it is due to wars, 
deportations, economic hardships or simply the increasingly globalized character of the world we live in. This poses 
challenges of identity, ecclesiology, and especially fellowship amongst all, including the Armenians. No matter how many 
factors of faith, history and modern communication bring us all together from Sado Paulo, Brazil to Montreal, Canada, from 
Alexandria, Egypt, to Lyon, France, from Anjar, Lebanon to Stepanavan, Armenia, from Kessab, Syria to Sydney, Australia, 
we know well that increasing globalization, the passage of time, the revision of values, the loss of perspective and sense of 
common mission will make our unified task and Christian and ethnic identity all the more difficult to maintain and develop. 
At the same time, however, the Christ of all times, the Lord of all, and the renewal of all places will also empower us if we 
take our global presence wisely and faithfully. 

Second, even after 170 years of effective existence, it is not always clear that the Armenian Evangelical Church is 
perched by those around it as it would want to be perceived. In one place, it is perceived as only and narrowly serving the 
Armenian people. In other places it is perceived as less Armenian than the Mother church. In a third place it is seen as 
promoting a highly individualistic faith and church polity. While we can find reasons for misperceptions such as the ones 
mentioned above, we also mourn the fact that despite much development in various domains, people's perceptions of the 
nature of the church and of society need a more developed approach. Armenian Evangelicals are proud of their heritage 
and contributions to Christianity, and Armenian Christianity in particular. Yet, continued efforts to correct misperceptions 
and continued self-critique regarding the areas which need reformation and rethinking are welcome. 

Third, how well the Armenian Evangelical Church maintains the key characteristics of a church that partly roots itself in 
the Reformed tradition is also a question; that is, how well it preaches the Word of God, how properly it understands and 
administers the Sacraments, how well it educates its members, how properly it organizes church life, and how responsibly 
it reacts to the matters of the world. Equally important is how our church today relates to its partly pietistic tradition and 
promotes personal spirituality, how well it expresses its Armenian roots and turns its heritage into a genuinely Christian 
reality. 

May these thoughts rekindle in us what has been best in the Armenian Evangelical experience, and may we humbly 
turn to the Lord for guidance and continued reformation. UO 


* Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian is the President of Haigazian University and the Chairman of the Central Committee of the Union of the 
Armenian Evangelical Churches in the Near East. 
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THE CRIMSON DAWN 
Tupnwhtntkn Upswyjnyu 


O1 wihwuptp hénn ‘vb, hknn vi wytwuuyho 
Nhwnh uywukt pupnwhtynky qwuyjncumpu 
Upowynup WUpewjnuh Up npn 
(Zuiwinwgkp hud, Uwyptp) 
Gu nwtwauyup wnt... 

wth Awpnidwtt (1884-1915) 


How I wish I could stand before you today and share 
the joyful news of the arrival of the "crimson dawn" as 
sung by the literary genius, Taniel Varoujan, silenced by 
evil hands at the turn of the last century. 

Alas, the crimson dawn, the footsteps of which 
Varoujan assured the mothers of our innocent Genocide 
victims to have heard, still lies in our future. 

For 50 years after the Genocide, we struggled to 
stand up, recover and heal from our physical wounds. A 
generation of orphans lost their precious childhood for 
another generation to enjoy. And by the grace of God, 
thanks to God loving and God fearing people around the 
world, we rose back from the ashes and survived. 

1965 brought us an awakening that burst into the 
open both in the Homeland and all around the Diaspora. 
Having survived, we took the road to quest for justice and 
collectively did a fairly good job. By the Centennial of 
the Genocide last year we confidently claimed a degree 
of reward and victory raising our national struggle to an 
unprecedented plateau of universal awareness, respect 
and recognition worthy of the cause and powerful in its 
impact. 

I indeed realize that it is absurd to compare human 
pain and suffering. But the fact is that the crime committed 
against my people a century ago not only resulted in the 
‘murder of a nation’ but in the uprooting of an indigenous 
race peacefully toiling on the lands they called home 
for many millennia. This fact should not fall victim to 
‘absurdity’ and should never be forgotten. It deepens the 
pain and raises the magnitude of the crime reminding us 
of the prophet Elijah who took the Lord’s message to King 
Ahab saying "Wasn't it enough that you killed Naboth? 
Must you rob him, too?" «Utngmghp mt yp dwnwtqt u 
wy:» I Kings 21:19 

Lives are priceless and can never be brought back. 
But there is also a wealth of tangible and intangible loot 
that needs to be recovered and a crime that needs to be 
brought to justice. 


Y 


| ppmiyza —_—____ 
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ARMENIAN | 
GENOCIDE: 


Truth, Memory and Justice 
¥e NOT HATRED es 


HOTO CREDIT: ANAHID KAPRIELIANG 


Despite all of our many achievements we have not 
gained much on the road of reparations, restitution 
and recognition from the heirs of the perpetrators. All 
recognition, sympathy and acknowledgement in the 
civilized world have come with impunity and with no 
legal muscle. And the perpetrators themselves are in 
a coma of self-denial. Adding insult to injury, the same 
civilized world, with total acquiescence, turns a blind eye 
to the crime committed today by the same perpetrator in 
Syria or by a cousin in Nagorno Karabagh. 

We can only depend on our selfless and sacrificial 
devotion and commitment to an iron ladle. I have an 
unwavering confidence in a new ‘miracle’ generation, 
regiments of professionals excelling in the arts and sciences, 
education and business, journalism and public service, 
literature and technology and that is our way to go. 

God incarnate advocated for the poor and the 
oppressed, challenged unjust behavior and confronted 
arrogance, promoted justice and condemned bigotry. 
Jesus Christ lashed out at the self-promoters at the temple. 
We will trust the Lord and struggle for justice all alone, 
today, tomorrow, for 50 more years or a hundred if need 
be. We will acquire the iron ladle in our pursuit of justice 
and together with immortal Varoujan 


Impatiently and attentively staring afar 
Will await the arrival of the crimson dawn 
A dawn, 
The footsteps of which, 
-Believe me mothers- 
I DO HEAR!" 
Zaven Khanjian 
April 24, 2016, Times Square, New York 
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my 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA) 


April 15, 2016 
Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ on behalf of the Presbyterian Church (USA). 


Congratulations on this 170th Anniversary celebration of the Armenian Evangeli 
where the worldwide movement of Armenian Evangelicalism had its start. Your 
and courage began with a thirst for God’s Word and a love for God’ 

this we give glory to God! 


It is an honor to count you among Our sisters and brothers in Christ through two significant centuries as 


together we begin a third. You have been co-laborers jn mission and education with Presbyterians since 
the inception of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 


We stand with you in solidarity remembering the Armenian Genocide which our General Assembly 
officially commemorated in June 2014. We continue to join you in prayer and direct outreach in the face 


of violence today—devastating war in Syria and Iraq, aggressions in Nagorno-Karabagh, and the recent 
desecration at Deir ez-Zor. 


We have witnessed the power and mercy of our risen Savior at work within our evangelical partnerships 
throughout the Middle East: 10 the Synods of Lebanon and Syria and of Egypt, through the founding of 
the American Universities in Beirut and in Cairo, and in the ongoing training of disciples at the Near East 


School of Theology in Beirut. In the United States we participated in the establishment of the First 
Armenian Presbyterian Church of Fresno in 1898, whose first minister was @ formet Presbyterian 
missionary in Bitlis, the Rev. Lysander Burbank. 


al ministry of relief, out by the Jinishian Memorial 
g ‘Armenians 1 jJast 50 years from an endowment 
fund of the , gives i i al churches throughout 


Armenia and th e East, which to people each year. 


We look to the future with hope, and may God continue to bless Armenian Evangelical churches for the 
sake of the good news of Jesus Christ as it extends across the earth. 


In Christ’s Service Together, 


Gradye Parsons Hunter Farrell 
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly Director 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Presbyterian World Mission 


Se a 
Amgad Beblawi 


Coordinator, Office for Europe and the Middle Bast 
Presbyterian World Mission 


100 Witherspoon Street ° Louisville, KY . 40202-1396 ° (502) 569-5000 ° FAX (502) 569-8039 
Toll Free: $88-728-7228 
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ZU3 UPCSUCULUTOL SUUUTWULZUSPL warzore?t 


kuqh wiunup JEY pywu (3ndh. 17.11) ... afin quiils soient un (Jean 17:11) 


.. that they may be one (John 17:11). ONY 


170th Anniversary of the Armenian Evangelical Church 


July 1, 2016 marks the 170th Anniversary of the founding of the Armenian Evangelical 
Church (AEC). Anniversaries are not only opportune times to look backward and honor the 
past, but also to look forward to the future, to renew people’s dedication, and to challenge them 
to greater efforts. 

The 170th Anniversary is an appropriate time to pay tribute to the memory of the pioneers, 
and salute those who followed in the footsteps of the "founding fathers" and kept the torch of 
faith burning. It is also an appropriate time to renew our dedication and be challenged to venture 
for greater accomplishments. 

The 170-year legacy of the AEC is a rich one. AEC has a proud heritage, and its benefits and 
contributions to the Armenian nation have been manifold in the religious, educational, social, 
political, philanthropic and leadership areas. 

The following are but a few of those accomplishments: AEC created a revival of spiritual 
values among the Armenian people; it translated and popularized the Bible in the language of 

laced a great emphasis on Christian education through its Church schools, youth 
organizations and Christian camps; it developed a sound educational network ranging from 
kindergarten to university, and educated thousands of Armenians; it established many philan- 
thropic and missionary institutions which served as Good Samaritans to many; it contributed to 
the enhancement of the Armenian culture through its publications, news media and programs, 
it gave the Armenian nation many great individuals who provided leadership to the nation, and 
it became a pioneer in the 20" Century ecumenical movement. 

On the 170th Anniversary, aS We thank God for these accomplishments, we realize that some 
of AEC’s ideals are in danger of being tarnished and some of its followers’ loyalties are growing 
dim. The future places before us some challenges. We must recover the zeal of our forefathers 
for evangelism. The AEC was born of evangelism and for evangelizing. We should continue 
to emphasize the importance of one’s personal relationship with Christ; we need to inspire out 
members to lead reformed and changed lives according to the teaching of the Bible; to preserve 
and perpetuate our Armenian heritage; to make our churches witnessing communities of faith 
and to prepare competent and spiritual leadership. 

On the national level, the AEC should continue its moral and financial support to the Re- 
public of Armenia and Nagormo Karabagh (Artzakh) in order to strengthen them spiritually, 
economically, politically and socially, and also to help the displaced Armenians of the Middle 
East. 

The AEC should become 4 ing community relating faith to all areas of 

rk, dee hould embody, interpret and communicate 
Armenian Chr i dimension. 

The 170th Anniversary of the Jical Church will hopefully be a time not 

only to recall the past, but also an occasi challenges of the future. 


Rey. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian, Executive Director of the Armenian Evangelical World Council 
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nian Evangelical Church on the 170" Anniversary of its birth. As | think back to what 

| know of the events that transpired in and around 1846, | feel. a profound-sense of 
pride and thankfulness to those who had the courage at that time to stand firm in their 
biblical understanding of the Christian faith. In his second letter to Timothy, the Apostle - 
Paul says: "For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. In- - 
stead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers — 
to say what their itching ears want to hear." (2 Timothy 4:3) 

In every age, we encounter those who would try to reshape the Gospel message and 
reinterpret the Biblical mandates we receive from God's Word in the Bible. Under-the leadership of insightful 
men like Krikor Peshtimaldjian, the Society. of the Pious stood firm against such thinking, wishing simply to draw 
people back to personal faith in Jesus Christ. They cared about the spiritual well-being of all Armenians as well as - 
others around the world. The goal was never to Separate: and divide, but to reform and renew spiritual vitality in 
the Armenian Church. 

Today, 170 years later, we are the ord torch bearers of the spiritual movement that they started. After the - 
Armenian Evangelical Church-was born in 1846 in Pera, Turkey, evangelical fervor spread throughout the land. 
Dozens of churches were formed, schools were built and many were led to saving faith in Jesus Christ. As a result 
of the Diaspora after the Genocide of 1915, Armenian Evangelicals were spread around the world and: eae 
to plant churches and build schools in many different countries. : = 

: Our ears donot itch for the latest philosophy of worldly teachers. Our roots are grounded firmly in in the God 
breathed. Word of God. We join hands with our founders to carry on the mission of Christ to-share the Gospel with 
aoe world that needs to know of. His love and grace, We stand firmly and-proudly in that heritage, gee 
power of the: risen. eet Jesus Christ and Ine. salvation that comes only through faith in Him. 


| write this brief article to express my deepest joy and:congratulations to the Arme- 


SSser Sale — Sets Ee ye Peeeeee S - Rev. Dr. Ron Tovmassian, Moderator, AEUNA 


Union of the Armenian Evangelical Churches in Eurasia extends its gratitude to 

God. The pioneers of the Armenian Evangelical Churches had one purpose: to 
glorify God and communicate to all creation the Gospel of salvation through Jesus Christ: : 
This 170 year Anniversary is also an opportunity. to renew our connection with the-God of : 
the Bible, as well as our Armenian nation, which has a history spanning over 3,000 years. 

In Eurasia, that is, in the former Soviet Union countries, the Armenian Evangelical 

Church members and supporters realize the immensity of God’s goodness and faithfulness. 
These churches are present in different cities and regions of Russia, Abkhazia and Georgia. There are also invita- 
tions and appeals from other countries of Eurasia, that we may go to them to help them spread-the Good News 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Presently, our projects are more focused on believers for biblical teaching and train-- 
ing, to enable them to testify for their faith; without neglecting Christian education, humanitarian and cultural 
projects. In all these endeavors, we. want to keep the balance between biblical teaching and the preservation of | 
Armenian identity. 

__ Different events have been planned for this year in Moscow, Sochi, Sukhumi, Tbilisi, and Akhalkalak. We join — 
with all our brothers and sisters who celebrate the 170 year Anniversary both in Armenia and all over the world. 
We remember the vision given to us by our Lord Jesus Christ which we find in Matthew 28:19: "Therefore, go. and 
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.” "To 
fulfill this vision, we allow God to inspire us so that we can-adopt the eng strategies, the right people, and = 
eee means. May all the glory be to our aoe : 


() n the occasion of the 170" Anniversary of the Armenian Evangelical Church, the 


: == = = Rev. Dr. Reneé Leonian, President of the Union ee Armenian Evangelical Churches in Eurasia 


WEEE 
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1846p. yuquuynnniuhg fh Yep <wywuunwdyuyg wybunwpwowywo GybntghG _ 
(<UG) dqunk § husfwunwnhd ;AGe; Ap wo yup lL yngnivpa: 170 mwph <UG-6 
Gnbjnt gwnpniGwgyni § dow, hwy dannypnh Ynnpht, Gnw Ynwdé qnywGpuaenp, 
unuipuywopotnh, huennniyan.GoGnp & 6Gepptpnivdtph wopwdwot bh dwup = 
[hobiny: hp hwobuun Gepnpniva § neobgb <wy wqgh hngunn, Ynewywo, nGyepuyhe | 
L d2wYynieuypa Ywoph vb9: hn pnjnn 6GeppGpniuGéph & hwennnipyn.GGGph hbun 
UGYunGn’ fOsujGu wut vey Ywrnyg, nGbgt; Gop Gwl-wigwdyuyh uywnnijen.odcép 
L pGpnipeyn.agtn, nnnoghg wohnwdb2un nwutpap puinGiny” wrewe Gop gwpdyniu: 
Uuwybiny vén wyuonyw fubnhnoebnpd, posujbu Gul wuywqu vupuwhpwyendenpa 
UGGp Gp nnbuwnw2unhg sujkunp F ynngbop, nnwjtbu bybnbgh ;pGbne qnpwuuywundswnp: 

Uwnkiny wyowphuh = dwuwowywzngwdn.u, nip pphhunnGGwywe wndGhwuwywnpgp wountuynis 
f, pGenwdGtywo pouunfuiniunp puGnynid, waquyhG & dzwynijuyha- gwhdéwoGtpp sGedni, yu 
pning Yunwiig L uEd6é vunwhngnijn.G. Gywpnnwdw'Gp wnnjnp uwht vGp-hngunn lb wqquyht 
nhuwighdon: Hfzu f, nA wep 2ALnen wnwg yanupnfuynid GG hngunn wndbpGénp, :wnpdwepeGbenpp ni 
Guywinwyobnp uwyuyo vGq hwowp woeAnepnfu ujtinp t Gwe wo pnhuunnGGwywi wndbpttnn 
L GujwunwyGtnp, npandg équinid Gop hwubb Lb hwuuwunb, <wywuunwGjuyg wy buiwpwGuyud 
Gybntgn vpengny: bu hwungywe Gu, np <wywuunwtjuyg wybunwpwowyu Gytnbgnt jwywgnyt 
ontnp nbp wound bO: <pdpp Gud pufwunbunijejwo U ebuwnnopybghGbnpa 5.24- <SURILUU END 
f Lu, np-Ywastg étq & hop ty wjpinh ywunwph uy»: 
Ouwnp Uuunonid <wywuunwdyuyg wYybunwipwowywd GyGnbgni gnynypyuit hud: unneihin, 
: auricle Gade nt ee vgn <nglnp be Skeiiee Apitughap: 


Ps eee <ee “Mbp, aunng uuu 3Ub Shnpiud or 
Se Seas ee GntiwG, SwywunwG = 


UNION DES EGLISES EVANGELIQUE ARMENIENNE FRANCE 


A l'occasion du.170** anniversaire de ‘’Eglise Evangélique Arménienne’ je voudrais au nom de 
F'Union des Eglises Evangeliques Arméniennes de France, exprimer toute ma_reconnaissance a Dieu. 
Dés le début, en juillet 1846, et jusqu’a aujourd'hui, Dieu a suscite des hommes et des femmes, des 
serviteurs et des servantes, en Turquie et dans tous les lieux ou les enfants de notre peuple arménien 
ont été disperses. Par amour pour Dieu, ces croyants, remplis de foi et de zéle ont, au prix de grands 
sacrifices et dans des circonstances souvent difficiles, déployés leurs-forces, mis en oeuvre leurs 
capacités et leurs moyens, pour préserver et transmettre la foi évangélique au sein du peuple arménien 
et qu-deld. Des églises se sont baties, des communautés se sont organisées, et chaque génération a apporté sa contribution 
a l’édifice. Jésus-Christ, la foi, 'espérance et l'amour ont toujours été les fondements qui ont permis a I’église évangélique 
arménienne d’exister et de durer j jusqu ‘a aujourd’hui- Dieu nous a permis d’avoir un riche héritage spirituel et evangélique. 

Voici ce que 'apdtre Paul dit a a Timothé en 2 Tim 1v14 : « Garde intact, par I’Esprit Saint qui habite en nous, le bien 
précieux qui t’a été confié. Ence1 70°"* anniversaire il est plus que jamais indispensable de garder fermement Théritage _ 
précieux’ que nous avons recu, Cest-a-dire la foi en Jésus-Christ notre Sauveur et Seigneur. Nous vivons des temps qui sont 
de plus en plus dangereux et difficiles. Le diable réde comme un lion rugissant cherchant qui dévorer (1 Pierre 5v8). Plus que — - 
jamais, avec aide de Dieu, ‘nous devons regarder a a Jésus, étre attachés-d la Parole de Dieu, et aspirer a étre remplis du Saint- 
Esprit et conduit par le Saint-Esprit. Plus que jamais nous devons aimer Dieu de tout notre étre, nous aimer les uns lee: autres, 
aimer notre prochain, et €tre unis au sein de notre famille évangeélique : locale, nationale et mondiale: : 

mis “Dieu a voulu et place I’Eglise Evangélique Arménienne dans le monde avec.une mission : celle de porter du frit pour 
= le ie ROVER de Dieu, au sein du peuple arménien et jusqu: ‘aux extrémités de la terre (Actes 1v8). 
_ Merci Seigneur Bour TEglise aes Arménienne’. . Garde nous fidéle jusqu ‘au bout. - 


ee ee ee _ Pasteur =e TCHOGHANDJIAN, Président de rUnion aS 
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ny UEY put tinjt winp yp tuwy: Cap dwlutwlp yp yktiwy yiwup sp tuwp, tr Epp 
ykwbpp yp nwnph dwlutukp bp plump yp ynputight: 

2wphip topwtwunrt muphtbpn bp ykwtpht uvky Zu Uctinmpwiulwt 
Gybntght pwy Up ku yp punwugutiuy: Get vkp yawtpp uvkp wunmnuniphrip vip ~ 
_ Gytntghpt wwpptp dmutpp wougtnpytg hpupuE phs up inwppkp ninnnrptunlp 
wiyphynr br wébyn, wy winhyu wughuyht Yp yuunuth: Pouut ypu 
ubwnrtp np nwpptp tpyppitpm, muppip vgwynypttpni utp wyptyny wwppip — g 
pywp wiki vey chuuht qupqugniup: bul wyuop, pnyap nuipptpnrpehrbtkpp inbutwtyp tr auntih lisa ae 
juni) pnjnp Umubpnrt, mpniwd pywyny np huqnpnwygniptwt ubongukpp gunn nr gun yunmgmgud bu: 
Oipttt, puy) Up feu jmnwmgwbtuwjnt ppulwuinrpbut uto Zuy Urtumpwtuywt Gykntght, hp winmywt pnp 
‘qnjutpny, ywptjbnipehrup Yptuy nbbuwy op wyn —puyp-p pywy-«fwu»-tpnt ppp vonttuynrt bt ppbig 
-_uygpimlwt shigubuwpwtulwintpprip upwupt wuyptynit dudwiwyp: Utp Gybntghht ybwtpp Uphnay 

uiq unwetnpnty injt ALAN pprbny qupquiwym, tek huvwpdawyhup punchy br npngky wyywytu: 
Zptumywt npngnilp wt wpm pywy, np ubtip SEp 8pumu Lphunnuh Urtuwpwtny whup wyphtp: 

Uj = utp uuapnyujht yewtipht hupgkpnari indo bt utp hngkinp dwpwip yughginn wnphrpp. wt = 

E utp «pulwuunipptt-p, tnjyupuy bet mehuphh wspht ghuwpnip prt» ukwntp: Gi mdty yp tuny 

ZwyWunwituyg Urtinupwtulut bybnkght, nppwt winktnp qhinwygupuip Y pluunpkup See 

«hngthkgnig ulgpniiphkptwpyto npnignwd» wuntig huvtuwn wuyphy: 

_ * Ujyu tmuph Yp wotibkbp: utp Ghentghpt huphip topwtwunit wutulp: Soubi ss ee nppuiu t wo 

= thnjum ph, whup fut ubq spun Umpunuhpuntputpet guintpp ti pupkyupgmptut aaGeee = = 

- Yupbpbepp, wmudtuyut pt. huwpuyut Uuapnwyttpny. uuturutn,- wing Ypwy; wypnh wibybwt top 

= Yuphpitp, wiqquiypt pi hutludpAyuyht vmyupqwyttpm ypwy: Arptdu, pny vbqul ny cEyp bp melptn 

in pa vote ee ee ae ate SS Sl vantti eee : 


See Seer : kp. Utpnbs Guan Cogan = 
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Cover Art Work: To God Be the Glory 


Technique: Acrylic painting on canvas 
Size: 72x54 inches 


Artist: Lucy Boyadjian Janjigian 


Painted in 1986, on the occasion of the 140* Anniversary of the Armenian Evangelical 
Church. Mount Ararat in the background where Noah’s Ark landed represents a symbol 
of hope to all Armenians. Below the Mother Church is Mesrob Mashdots, who invented 
the Armenian Alphabet specifically to translate the Bible into Armenian from the original 


Greek. This Armenian translation of the Bible is called the "Queen of Translations." On the arch the letter E € stands for 
Uutnniwsd (God), and the group surrounding the table represents people immersed in Bible study. 


A widely traveled painter, muralist and sculptor, Lucy was born of Armenian descent in Jerusalem where she 


attended English Mission schools. She received her B.A. in Biology from Heidelberg University, Tiffin, Ohio, and her M.S. in 
Plant Ecology from Emory University, Atlanta, Georgia. 


Painting became her passion and she developed into an award winning artist after many years of study at the Art 


Students League and the Stacy Studio Workshop in New York City. 


Lucy has repeatedly been commissioned for paintings, murals, magazine and church bulletin covers, book jackets, 


children’s book illustrations, Christmas cards and stamps. 


This painting currently adorns one of the walls in the Board Room of the AEUNA Headquarters in Glendale, CA. 
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A Message of Hope from the Near East 


The Armenian Evangelical Church Taking the Message of 


Hope to the Next Generation 


By Dr. Hrayr Jebejian 


s an Armenian born and raised in Lebanon, I have lived 

with the dual identities and histories that have been ex- 

amples of struggle and survival: the first one, Lebanese, 

with its local and regional conflicts, and the second one, 
Armenian, in its perseverance for a national identity and a solution 
to a just cause — the recognition of the first ethnic cleansing of the 
20" Century, the Armenian Genocide. The two have one thing in 
common ~ the struggle to build a life in the midst of uncertainties, 
a life that goes much further than the personal dimension and em- 
braces different aspects of the community at large. 

Rev. Hovhannes Karjian writes, "The mission aim of the Ar- 
menian Evangelical Church was to reform the Armenian Church, 
nevertheless, its mandate, like any other church, includes the world 
as well." In this respect, my Armenian Evangelical training also 
shaped my career to serve Armenian and international communi- 
ties through the United Bible Societies with the Word of God that 
provides hope for a better life. 

My journey in the pursuit of hope started in 1975, the year 
the Civil War in Lebanon broke out. This was also the year when 
as a fresh high school graduate I lost my father. Life turned to be 
a mission for a young boy who did not enjoy the carelessness and 
carefree attitude of many his age. 

My struggle is not confined to the Lebanese Civil War experi- 
ence. It is ongoing, because of the Arab Spring, the ethnic and 
denominational upheavals throughout the Arab region, the threat 
posed by ISIS, and the continuous persecution of Christians and 
other minorities. All these are present challenges to my life in the 
Middle East. And I ask myself, how can I survive in a region like 
this? How can I have a meaningful life based on good values? How 
can I find values in the midst of death, fear and suicide bombings? 
Often, it seems to me that peace is a mirage in the desert. 

My queries go on. As a member of the Armenian Evangelical 
Church, where do I stand in relation to other Armenian denomina- 
tions? As a member of the Diaspora in Lebanon, where do I stand 
in relation to communities scattered around the world? 

Rev. Hovhannes Aharonian writes that the Bible and its per- 
spectives eventually form the identity of the individual who in turn 
establishes an entity, a community in life. Indeed, the hope of the 
Bible has helped me to create an identity for myself and a sense of 
belonging to an entity that I cherish. In the same vein, Rev. Yeghia 
Kassouni believes that "the Armenian Evangelical teaching is based 
on liberal principles, enhances freedom of conscious, stimulates 
critical thinking, encourages other lines of thought, and establishes 
moderation in the person’s community life and relationships." These 
principles have significantly punctuated my personal, professional 
and spiritual growth in life. 


Interestingly enough, Walter Bruegge- 
mann explains that newness in one’s life 
is given by God and is supposed to be the 
only serious source of energy. He clarifies 
his assertion by linking Exodus with what Tess did on the cross. 
For him, Jesus’ death and resurrection is the ultimate Exodus where 
we learn that hope is never generated among us but always given to 
us. Walter Brueggemann believes that the task of prophetic ministry 
and imagination is to bring people to engage with their experiences 
of suffering and death, an experience that energizes and links people 
to hope. He explains that this hope helps the individual cut through 
the despair that seems to have no end or resolution. 

In this context, these same pains have enriched my life in seek- 
ing and finding the hope of the Scripture. This same hope has made 
me realize that it is possible to live, prosper and dream irrespective 
of my hybrid identities and homelands. This same hope has made 
me a proud Armenian and an equally proud Lebanese. This hope 
has challenged me to understand the Other and the pain of the Other. 
This hope helps me to be pro-active in creating newness in my life 
and in the lives of many others. By encouraging communities to 
be engaged with the Bible, I have personally witnessed the lives of 
people from "the four corners of the earth" change after engaging 
with God’s Word. 

The political scene in the Middle East and the rest of the world 
seems to be gloomy and uncertain. The socio-economic factors are 
even less encouraging. What can be done in a region and a world 
where there is no hope for a better life? 

Rev. Hovhannes Aharonian used to say that the Church is an 
integral part of the community but never like it. The Church can- 
not live and exist in a pot. To flourish and survive, it needs to get 
involved in the community. The survival of the Church is not similar 
to the one in the world. It is the survival of value, the value of a life 
that generates hope when all is enveloped in despair. 

This, in fact, symbolizes the very journey of the Armenian Evan- 
gelical Church. The Armenian Evangelical Church has remained 
faithful to its Armenianness (Hayasdanyayts) since its formation in 
1846 and has played a crucial role in the life of Armenia and Arme- 
nian communities worldwide. Besides being instrumental in translat- 
ing the Bible from classical into modern Armenian, the Armenian 
Evangelical Church opened schools for girls, established colleges, 
seminaries, and medical facilities that offered holistic services to 
all Armenians, thus contributing immensely to the educational, 
spiritual, social, cultural, medical, and religious wellbeing of the 
Armenian nation. Simply put, the Armenian Evangelical Church 
has been the true embodiment of the biblical hope that contributed 
to the resurrection of the Armenian after each and every calamity 
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since the pogroms, the Genocide, the Civil War in Lebanon, the 
Earthquake, the Independence, and the current bloodshed in Syria. 

And now, the Armenian Evangelical Church has reached a 
new milestone — the 170" Anniversary of an honorable, glorious, 
monumental, immaculate service and ministry. I agree with Rev. 
Hovhannes Karjian who poses the following challenge that the 
Armenian Evangelical Church should always be dynamic and not 
confined to its comfort zone. It should always be on the move. He 
says, "It should first move backwards to its origins and get energized 


from and with the passion of its founders. Then, move forward and 
take this passion in a renewed spirit to the future generation." 

The passion is the hope of the Bible, the hope that eradicates de- 
spair and changes lives by making new beginnings a tangible reality. 
It is the mandate of the Armenian Evangelical Church to continue in 
its challenge to take this message of hope to the next generations. 


* Dr Hrayr Jebejian is the General Secretary of the Bible Society 
in the Arabian Gulf. 


Official Call to the 97 Annual Meeting 
Of the Armenian Missionary Association of America 


The 97" Annual Meeting of the Armenian Missionary Association of America 
(AMAA) will be held on Saturday, October 22, 2016 at 9:30 a.m. at the Armenian Martyrs’ Congregational 
Church, 100 N. Edmonds Avenue, Havertown, PA 19083. All members of the AMAA are invited to attend 


the Meeting to: 


|. Consider and approve the reports of the Officers, Committees, Chapters and Affiliated Boards 
of the Association for the fiscal year 2015-2016; 
Il. Review the financial reports for the fiscal year 2015-2016; 
Ill. Announce the names of the newly elected Board members; 
IV. Elect members to the Nominating Committee; 


V. Elect an Auditor; and 


VI. Consider and address any other business that may come before the membership. 


PROGRAM OF THE 97'* ANNUAL MEETING AND RELATED ACTIVITIES 


Thursday, October 20th at the Armenian Martyrs’ Congregational Church 


Sunday, October 23rd at the Armenian Martyrs’ Congregational Church 


11:00am 


97th Annual Meeting Worship Service and Installation of AMAA Officers 
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Meet Our Veteran Pastors: 
Rev. Dr. Solomon Alexander Nigosian 


By Mihran Jizmejian, AMAC President 


olomon, also known as Solo, was born in 

Alexandria, Egypt in 1932. He grew up in an 

Armenian Evangelical family and a larger church 

family — The Armenian Evangelical Church of 
Alexandria. 

He received his general certificate of education (GCE) 
in 1949 and a Sunday School teacher’s certificate from the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association, USA in 1953. He 
received a certificate of mechanical drafting in 1956 from 
Montreal Institute of Mechanical Drafting, and in 1957, he was 
awarded a diploma in estimating from the Toronto Graphic 
Arts Association. 

In 1955 he left Egypt with his family and settled in 
Toronto, Canada, where he started and organized the Sunday 
School at the Holy Trinity Armenian Church of Toronto from 
1957-1960. 

Asmall group of Armenian Evangelical families resolved 
to establish an Armenian Evangelical Church in Toronto in 
1960. They elected a Church Council of five members and 
selected Solo as their lay preacher. Soon after the Armenian 
Evangelical Union of Eastern States took the newly formed 
church under its umbrella, they ordained Mr. Nigosian to 
Christian ministry in 1963. 

Rev. Nigosian was a full-time minister until 1968. 
He served diligently, helped establish organization in the 
Church, strengthened the ties of his Church with other 
Armenian churches, and with the help of the Church Council, 
drafted the Church’s Constitution and published the Canada 
Armenian Press. From 1968-1970, he served as the interim 
Minister of the Armenian Congregational Church of Greater 
Detroit. During this period, he was involved in the Armenian 
Evangelical Union of Eastern States and Canada and became 
Moderator of the latter from 1968 to 1969. Prior to his election, 
he was a member of the Union’s Board. In 1971, when the 
Armenian Evangelical Union of North America (AEUNA) 
was formed, the new Board appointed him Associate Editor 
of the Armenian-American Outlook. 

Upon his resignation from the Church, Rev. Nigosian 
pursued an academic career and received his B.A. degree 
from the University of Toronto (Victoria College) in 1968. In 
1970, he received his M.A. degree in religious studies from 


McMaster University and in 
1975 the McMaster University 
awarded him a doctorate 
degree, with a major in ancient 
Near East (Hebrew Bible) and 
minors in early Christianity and 
Hindu religious history. 


Academic Career 1972-2012 ; 

While still at the University, Rev. Nigosian started his 
teaching career, teaching Hebrew Bible, New Testament and 
World Religions and became a Professor of Religion and 
Near Eastern Studies. Having achieved language competence 
in Hebrew, Aramaic, Arabic, French, Armenian, Syriac and 
Koine Greek, Rev. Nigosian indulged in research work. 


Publications: Books and Articles 

Over the years, Rev. Nigosian authored the following 
books: World Religions, Occultism in the Old Testament, 
Modes of Worship, Judaism, Islam, Date of the Song of Moses, 
World Faiths, From Ancient Writings to Sacred Texts: The 
Old Testament and the Apocrypha, The Zoroastrian Faith: 
Tradition and Modern Research, The Middle Eastern Founders 
of Religion: Moses, Jesus, Muhammad, Zoroaster. He also 
published over 20 articles in academic scholarly journals and 
over 30 articles in church periodicals. 


Scholarships, Awards 

Rev. Nigosian has received over 20 scholarships from 
different sources, including the Department of External Affairs 
(Government of Canada), Ministry of Culture and Recreation 
(Ontario Government), and Social Sciences & Humanities 
Research Council. He is the recipient of the Excellence in 
Teaching Award from the School of Continuing Studies, 
University of Toronto. In 2012 he was named Associate 
Emeritus, Victoria College University of Toronto. 

Rev. Nigosian and his wife, Hnazant, who passed away in 
2007, had two children (a boy and a girl); four grandchildren 
(three boys and a girl) and two great grandchildren (a boy and 
a girl). Rev. Nigosian currently resides in Toronto where he 
enjoys his grandchildren and great grandchildren. O 
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Organized by the AMAA on the Occasion of the 170" Annive 
and the 25" Anniversary of the Independence of the Republic of Armenia 


SEPTEMBER 18-29, 2016 


ACT NOW BEFORE SPOTS ARE FILLED UP 
WITNESS AND EXPERIENCE AMAA’S MISSION AND SEE HOW LIVES ARE TOUCHED 


COME TO ARMENIA AND DISCOVER THE OLD WORLD AND THE 25 YEAR YOUNG HOMELAND 


TOUR SCHEDULE 


AMAA Mission Centers 
Khoren and Shooshanig Avedisian School and Community Center 
AMAA's Sheen Shoghik Camp in Hankavan 
Celebration of the 170th Anniversary of the Armenian Evangelical Church 
Yerevan City Tour and major historical sites in the Homeland 
Two nights in Karabagh visiting major historical sites 


FOR RESERVATION OR FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL THE AMAA OFFICE AT 201.265.2607 OR E-MAIL: INFO@AMAA.ORG 


Australia 


AMAA Executive Director/CEO Visits the 
Mission Field in Australia 


Doe marks the 15Anniversary 
of the founding of the Armenian 

Missionary Association of Australia 
(AMA- Australia). Since its inception, 
AMA-Australia has provided the best 
possible volunteer work through its Board 
of Directors, no paid staff, and under the 
leadership and advice of its President 
and Executive Director Rev. Dr. Krikor 
Youmshajekian. 

To help celebrate this milestone, Za- 
ven Khanjian, Executive Director/CEO 
of the Armenian Missionary Association 
of America (AMAA), and his wife Sona 
travelled to Australia from March 31 —April 
12. During their brief but fruitful visit, they 
encouraged AMA-Australia and the Church 
Community with their inspiring words and 
warm fellowship. 

Their visit began with a Welcome 
Dinner at the Social Hall of the Armenian 
Evangelical Uniting Church of Sydney with 
the AMA-Australia Board, together with the 
Church Council and committee members. It 
was an informal night of fellowship where 
old friendships were rekindled and new 
friendships formed. Mr. Khanjian briefly 


talked about the work that the AMAA is 
doing around the world and the future direc- 
tions that are planned. 

On Sunday, April 3, Mr. Khanjian 
preached at the AMAA Sunday Service 
held at the Armenian Evangelical Uniting 
Church. His message exhorted all to reflect 
the light and love of Christ not only in words 
but also in deeds, as individual believers 
and also collectively as the body of Christ. 
Rev. Dr. Youmshajekian presented a brief 
report to the congregation about the activi- 
ties of the past 15 years and thanked Rev. 
Hagop Sarkissian, Pastor of the Church, 
and the congregation for their partnership. 
An Appreciation Luncheon followed at St. 
Andrew’s Uniting Church Memorial Hall in 
Longueville, to thank the generous sponsors 
and dedicated volunteers of AMA-Australia 
over the past 15 years. 

During his visit, Mr. Khanjian met with 
the Board of Directors of AMA-Australia to 
discuss future directions and plans. His en- 
couragement and advice were much appreci- 
ated. He highlighted the AMAA Centennial 
Capital Campaign and encouraged the Board 
to embrace it as part of the AMAA family. 
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On Wednesday and Thursday, April 6 
and 7, Mr. Khanjian presented two lectures 
to the Armenian Community. The first was 
about the prominent journalist Hrant Dink, 
who was martyred almost ten years ago for 
his outspoken advocacy about the misfor- 
tunes of the Armenians during the Armenian 
Genocide. The second lecture was about 
notable unsung heroes during the Armenian 
Genocide. Mr. Khanjian presented the lives 
and the tremendous work done by Rev. 
Aharon Shirajian, Rev. Dikran Antriassian 
and Hrant Guzelian. Both lectures were 
well attended and highlighted the positive 
influence of God’s word through Armenian 
Evangelical preaching, teaching and educa- 
tion in the lives of the Armenian community 
in the Middle East. The AMAA is striving to 
continue this work, despite the ever increas- 
ing instability in the region. Mrs. Khanjian 
capably read excerpts from the books that 
Zaven Khanjian had authored, impressing 
the audience. 

On Sunday, April 10, Mr. Khanjian 
preached once again from God’s word at the 
Sunday morning Worship Service of Armenian 
Evangelical Uniting Church of Sydney. 
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AMA-Australia Board members cut the 15th Anniversary Celebration cake. L to R: Dr. Mark Cholakyan, Thomas Thomassian, 
Avo Soghomonian, Datevig and Rev. Dr. Krikor Youmshajekian, Zaven Khanjian, Rev. Hagop Sarkissian, Sona Khanjian, Apraham 
Ishkhanian, Lena Bomoushakian, Asdghig Manoukian and Sossie Paproumian. 
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Following the Church service, the 
15" Anniversary Fundraising Luncheon of 
AMA-Australia was held at the Hamazkayin 
Arshak and Sophie Galstaun College Nal- 
bandian Hall. A sub-committee, made up 
of several talented and enthusiastic youth, 
planned, organized and managed the event. 
The theme was "Armenian Village" with its 
Bread and Cheese table, in keeping with last 
year’s project of AMA-Australia of renovat- 
ing Choratan Village School Playground on 
the northeast border of Armenia. 

On this special occasion, the AMA- 
Australia website was launched (amaaust. 
org.au), and the achievements of the past 
15 years were detailed in a short presenta- 
tion, highlighting the over $632,000 raised 
to support relief and educational projects in 
the Middle East and Armenia. Mr. Khanjian 
addressed the guests, thanked them for their 
support and encouraged them to continue 
with this noble mission. Mr. Khanjian recog- 
nized the President and the Board of Direc- 
tors of AMA-Australia and presented each 
of them with a Certificate of Appreciation. 

Through the generous gifts of sponsors 
and guests, over $40,000 was raised to sup- 
port various relief projects. The completion 
of a special project was announced to restore 
the Memorial Hall of the Armenian Evan- 
gelical Central High School of Ashrafieh in 
Beirut, Lebanon, in memory of Mr. and Mrs. 
Mick and Nora Rozanski. The establishment 
of an endowment fund of $500,000 in the 
name of Anthony Rozanski Memorial Fund 
was also announced to provide scholarships 
to outstanding students at the Central High 
School of Ashrafieh in Beirut. 


President of Uniting Church of Australia Stuart McMillan 
presents Zaven Khanjian with a copy of the Assembly’s Armenian 
Genocide Recognition Resolution. 


On Sunday April 
3, Mr. Khanjian had a 
Radio Hour interview 
with the Australia 
Armenian Hour of 
Special Broadcast- 
ing Service — SBC, 
presenting the history 
of AMAA, its world- 
wide activities, the 
Syrian conflict and 
the situation of the 
Armenians in Syria, 
especially in Aleppo. 
In the evening, upon 
the Primate’s invita- 
tion, Mr. and Mrs. 
Khanjian, accom- 
panied by Rev. Dr. 
Youmshajekian and 
Rev. Sarkissian, at- 
tended the Inaugural 
Banquet of the Dio- 
cese of the Armenian 
Church. 

During his 
visit, Mr. Khanjian 
also paid a formal 
visit to Bishop 
Haigazoun Najarian, as well as the 
leadership of the Uniting Church of 
Australia. He expressed his appreciation 
to the Uniting Church of Australia for 
officially recognizing the Armenian 
Genocide at the 14" Triennial Assembly 
which was held on July 12-18, 2015. 
President of Uniting Church of Australia 
Stuart McMillan thanked Mr. Khanjian 


of Sydney, Australia. 
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Banquet guests celebrate the 15th Anniversary of AMA-Australia. 
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Zaven Khanjian delivers a lecture at the Armenian Evangelical Church 


Zaven Khanjian with Bishop Haigazoun Najarian, Primate of the 
Armenian Diocese in Australia and New Zealand. 
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for his visit and presented him with 
a copy of the Assembly’s Armenian 
Genocide Recognition Resolution. 

"Down Under is....Up Above," said Mr. 
Khanjian at the conclusion of his visit. "We 
have a vibrant, God loving, passionate and 
a very hospitable community in Australia 
with a wealth of potential in all that is good 
for God and the nation." 


| 
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South America 


Historic Gathering 
in South America 


By Rev. L. Nishan Bakalian and Levon Filian 


s brothers and sisters in Christ gathered in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina this April, it was clear to all that the Spirit of God 
was at work bringing about deeper fellowship in worship 
and service to the greater Armenian Evangelical family. 

On Saturday, April 9, representatives from the AEUNA and 
AMAA gathered for a convocation with leaders from the three 
Armenian Evangelical churches of South America — the Central 
Evangelical Armenian Church of Sao Paolo, Brazil (represented 
by Hampartzoum and Vartan Moumdjian), the First Armenian 
Evangelical Church of Montevideo, Uruguay (represented by Rev. 
Obed Boyadjian, and Haigazun, Robert and Aram Moumdjian), and 
the Holy Trinity Armenian Evangelical Congregational Church of 
Buenos Aires, Argentina (represented by Pastor Ara Mkhitaryan, 
Brother Enoch Elmassian, Armando Betahian, Roberto DerToros- 
sian and Armen Hayetian). 

As each group spoke of their respective histories and ministries, 
there emerged a sincere desire to draw closer to one another and 
strengthen the bonds that unite them to each other and all of us to 
the Lord. One of those churches (Sao Paolo) had already joined as 
a full member of the AEUNA a number of years ago. The upcoming 
General Assembly of the AEUNA will be a time of great celebration 
as the delegates vote on two applications, broadening the Union to 
welcome our three Evangelical Churches of South America into our 
Union. 

A delegation of five traveled from North America to participate 
in this gathering of churches as well as to ordain a candidate, Ara 
Mkhitaryan, to the Christian ministry. Members of the delegation 
were: Rev. Berdj Djambazian, Minister to the AEUNA; Rev. Dr. 
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Holy Trinity Armenian Evangelical Congregational Church of 
Buenos Aires, Argentina. 


Ara Chakerian, AEUNA Evangelism Committee; Rev. L. Nishan 
Bakalian, AEUNA Ministry Committee; Rev. Ara Guekguezian, 
AMAA Board member; and Levon Filian, AMAA West Coast Ex- 
ecutive Director. On Sunday morning April 10, an overflow crowd, 
including ecumenical guests, filled the Church sanctuary and hall 
to witness the ordination of two pastors, Ara Mkhitaryan, a native 
of Armenia, and its Argentinian pastor, Jorge Soncini. 

Ara’s ministry has been in a great part among the many newly- 
arrived immigrants from Armenia, while Jorge’s has been with the 
Spanish-speaking portion of the congregation (both Armenian and 
non-Armenian). A three-hour service included a stirring sermon by 


Representatives of AMAA and AEUNA ae forc a convocation 
with the leaders of the three churches of South America. 


Worship Service at the First Armenian Evangelical Church of 
Montevideo, Uruguay. 
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Ordination of Pastors Ara Mkhitaryan and Jorge Soncini into Christian Ministry. 


Rev. Djambazian, who invoked God’s challenge to Moses to take up 
the staff of pastoral leadership (translated into Spanish by worship 
leader Enoc Elmassian). 

Greetings came from the AEUNA via Rev. Guekguezian, as well 
as from Rev. Joe Matossian, both of whom have a long-standing 
relationship with Ara. Mr. Filian brought greetings from the entire 
AMAA, which supported Ara in his education. The Archbishop of 
the Armenian Apostolic Church, His Excellency Kissag Mouradian 
was there in person to offer his prayers and wishes, and a represen- 
tative of the Eparch, Msgr. Vartan W. Boghossian also expressed 
warm greetings and congratulations. Both ordinands gave their 
faith testimonies before kneeling at the front of the Church for the 
ordination. Revs. Djambazian, Chakerian and Bakalian were the 
three AEUNA pastors laying hands on Ara, among the many clergy 
praying for God’s blessing on both of these servants of Christ. 

These events were preceded by a short visit to the Armenian 
community of Montevideo from April 5-7 by Revs. Djambazian 


AMAA and AEUNA delegation meet with Archbishop Kissag 
Mouradian, the Primate of the Armenian Church of Argentina 
and Chile. 


and Chakerian and Mr. Filian, and led by the soon-to-be ordained 
Ara Mkhitaryan and Armando Betahian. The delegates were hosted 
by the owners of Los Angeles Hotel of Montevideo, Jeremias and 
Rosetta Elmassians, and by Haigazun Moumdjian, who hosted all 
meals. Pastor Boyadjian, and council members Haigazun Moum- 
djian, Martin Khachadourian and Hovanes Chopourian warmly 
welcomed them. 

A Worship Service and a community gathering were held at 
the Montevideo church. Mr. Filian conveyed greetings from the 
AMAA, Rev. Chakerian brought greetings from AEUNA, and Rev. 
Djambazian gave an inspiring message. Community leaders pres- 
ent at the event were Garabed Arakelian, representative of ASCUA 
(Uruguay Armenian Cultural Association), Alicia Aprahamian, 
representing the Honorary Consul of the Republic of Armenia in 
Uruguay, Ruben Cuitino, delegate of the Roman Catholic Church, 


AMAA and AEUNA delegation meet with Archbishop Hagop 
Keledjian of the Armenian Apostolic Church of Montevideo, 
Uruguay, the Administrators of the two Armenian schools, the 
directors of the two Armenian Radio Hours, representatives 
of the Armenian political parties, and representatives of the 
Armenian Catholic and Evangelical Churches. 
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Prof. Juan Bodukian, Director of the Armenian College of AGBU, 
Pastor Pablo Chadarevian from the Armenian Brotherhood Church, 
Pastor Adolfo Tome from the Methodist Church, and several other 
guests and dignitaries. 

While in Montevideo the delegates visited the Armenian 
community, Armenian schools and the Armenian Apostolic 
Church. They were received by Archbishop Hagop Keledjian of 
the Armenian Apostolic Church and the Administrators of the two 
Armenian schools. Also, at the invitation of the Archbishop, the 
team attended an Armenian community meeting to discuss the latest 
conflict in Karabagh. Mr. Filian again brought greetings, thanked 
them for their efforts, and encouraged them to continue their support 
for their brothers and sisters in the Homeland. 

Back in Argentina, the delegation visited the two vibrant Arme- 
nian schools of Buenos Aires (the Marie Manougian School and the 
St. Gregory the Illuminator School), the A.G.B.U. Armenian Center, 
to the Armenian Apostolic and Armenian Catholic Patriarchates, 
and the Embassy of the Republic of Armenia (Ester Mkrtumyan, 
Consul). The warmth and appreciation of the Argentinian Armenian r —_ Mes 
community leaders made it clear how crucial it is that ties between y & = ll alll 


AEUNA Delegates meet with Msgr. Vartan W. Boghossian, Eparch 
of the Armenian Exarchate of Latin America. 


the two Americas be strengthened, as we face similar challenges in 
our church and ethnic lives. 

Jesus Christ, the Lord of the church, will continue to help us 
develop these ties with our brothers and sisters in South America, 
bringing about not only the blessings of an ever-growing Armenian 
Evangelical family, but enabling each member of the family to offer 
strength and encouragement to all the other members, as we do what 
makes for peace and mutual edification (Rom. 14.19). May God be 
praised in the church for evermore! O 


AMAA and AEUNA Representatives meet with Consul Ester 
Mkrtumyan at the Embassy of Armenia in Argentina. 


] 
AMAA Centennial Kick-Off > xy | 
To Honor Orphan & Child Care Committee Y, 


By Phillis Hamo 


he Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA) has announced \ 
that its Centennial Kick-Off Celebration will pay tribute to a major supporting , ol — ee 
group, the AMAA Orphan and Child Care Committee, at a Banquet planned Banquet Co-Chairs Gary Phillips, Esq., left, Jack 

for October 8, 2016 at the Jonathan Club in Los Angeles. According to Muncherian, right, and Emcee Paul Kalemkiarian. 
Banquet Co-Chairs Jack Muncherian and Gary Phillips, Esq., the third floor ballroom of 

the historic downtown Club has been reserved for the event which will honor the creative and hard working West Coast Orphan 
and Child Care Committee, an organization celebrating its 25th Anniversary. Paul Kalemkiarian has accepted the role of Master of 
Ceremonies. 

In the aftermath of the devastating Armenia earthquake of 1988, the AMAA rushed in to help. Many children were killed or 
injured, many were left orphans, and some were taken abroad for treatment. In 1991, the same year that Armenian Independence 
was declared, the Orphan and Child Care Committee was established. This Committee has concentrated on changing children's 
lives and giving them hope for a better future "one child at a time." 

With poverty an issue, families in Armenia cannot always care for their own, resulting in children who live in extreme poverty 
(even though one or both parents may still be alive). That is when AMAA Orphan and Child Care Support steps in. 

Levon Filian (PH 818-937-9840) the AMAA's West Coast Executive Director and Louisa Janbazian (PH 201-745-7496) AMAA 
PR/Communications Coordinator, can be contacted for information. AMAA West Coast office is located at 1101 N. Pacific Ave., 
Suite 301, Glendale, CA 91202. 
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and Martakert regions of the Nagorno-Karabagh Republic 

(Artsakh/NKR) resulted in major destruction. Homes, shops, 
and community centers have been completely or partially destroyed. 
To ensure the safety of the citizens of the Martakert region, the local 
population has been evacuated, while the fathers and adult males of 
these families remain on the front line defending the Homeland. 

The evacuees were provided temporary shelter by the NKR 
government. Some evacuees were accommodated in Stepanakert, 
and some took shelter at the Armenian Missionary Association of 
America’s (AMAA) Camp Bedrosian in Shushi, until safer conditions 
prevailed. Camp Bedrosian housed around 180 people (about 120 of — 
them were children and teenagers) from the Maragha, Karmiravan, 
Mataghis, Maghavuz, and Horatagh communities of the Martakert 
region. The AMAA provided food, shelter and organized a Camp 
program for the children. Also, the AMAA, on behalf of the Stitched 
With Love Program, distributed knitted items including blankets, 
hats and jackets to families with little children. The mothers were so 
appreciative that they wrote special Thank You letters to the AMAA 
for these gifts and for all the love and care shown to them. 

"While the courageous people of Karabagh defend the Homeland, it is our absolute duty and obligation to reach out," said 
Zaven Khanjian, Executive Director/CEO of the AMAA. "Doing our share, the AMAA places our facilities in NKR at the disposal 
of our displaced kin to provide safety and security in a comfortable temporary shelter." O) 


T°: recent shelling of the peaceful settlements of the Mataghis 


Families with little children receive knitted blankets, hats and 
jackets from AMAA Stitched With Love. 
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Middle East 


Haigazian University Alumni Organize 60" Anniversary 


Gala Dinner in Dubai, UAE 


n March 11, the Alumni Committee-Gulf Chapter of 
Haigazian University organized its first annual Gala 
Dinner in the presence of the Lebanese and Armenian 
Ambassadors and brought together more than 300 
graduates, friends and supporters of the University. The guests 
celebrated not only the solid academic programs of the University 
and its heritage, but also the warm family atmosphere it has created 
and still creates on its campus in Kantari, Beirut, which constitutes 
a peaceful and enriching space for Lebanese youth of diverse 
backgrounds, along with students from outside Lebanon. 

After a word of salutation by Zeina Daccache, an alumna 
of Haigazian as well as the MC for the night, Vatche Keverian, 
Chairman of the Alumni Committee-Gulf Chapter, was introduced 
and addressed the audience. Ms. Daccache then led the program of 
live music and recognitions. 

President Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian gave his celebratory remarks, 
highlighting the fact that Haigazian University, throughout its 
history, has not only aimed at bridging the gap among the youth 
of Lebanon and the financially able and the needy, but that is has 
also tried to construct towers of academic and human excellence in 
various ways. He expressed his pride in the accomplishments of the 
alumni spread all around the globe, and considered the support of the 
financially and socially challenged students as of critical importance. 
He thanked the Gulf Chapter and all the supporters and sponsors for 


their unwavering commitment to and trust in Haigazian University, 
and wished for continued success in their joint efforts. The funds 
raised on this occasion will support the scholarship program at 
the University. As a token of appreciation, President Haidostian 
awarded Mr. Keverian the special medal of the 60" Anniversary. 

The program included live music, and was concluded with 
cutting of the Anniversary cake by President Haidostian who was 
flanked by a large number of proud alumni. 

Prior to the Gala Dinner, the Ambassador of Lebanon, 
His Excellency Hasan Saad hosted a luncheon in honor of Dr. 
Haidostian, in the presence of a number of Lebanese community 
leaders in Abu Dhabi.O 


Meet our Sta f) at AMAA 


Lucy Rastguelenian, Manager of Sponsorship and 
Scholarship Department 


ucy Rastguelenian joined the AMAA as Manager of the Sponsorship and 

Scholarship Department in July 2014. Her passion to work with children 
has translated into her being able to help needy children in Armenia and the 
Middle East by connecting them with passionate donors who are eager to help. 
She also oversees the scholarship process for the AMAA Scholarship Program 
which helps students attend college and eventually contribute to the Armenian 
community in their respective locations. She is dedicated to further enhance the 
AMAA's mission to expand the Child Sponsorship ministry throughout Armenia, 
Lebanon and Syria. 

Lucy is a graduate of Haigazian University in Beirut, Lebanon where she 
earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Computer Science. Following graduation, she 
became Supervisor of the Computer Lab at her alma mater Haigazian University 
until she married her husband Nerses and moved to the United States in 1996. 

She and Nerses settled in New Jersey and are raising two wonderful children, 
Talaar and Nahreg, who are in their early teens. She enjoys playing the piano 
and joins with family members who are also talented in many areas. Lucy serves 
the Lord at the Armenian Brotherhood Bible Church in New Milford, NJ. 
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righteous right hand. Isaiah 41:10 


oday we still experience a war that has been raging in Syria for the past five years. It is reported that the conflict 
has claimed the lives of over 470,000 people, injured 1.9 million others and displaced nearly half of the pre- 
war population of about 23 million within or beyond Syria’s borders. The Syrian people are also experiencing a 
variety of hardships including isolation and insecurity, psychological distress, and extended disruptions of education and 
employment. 


In Aleppo, life is becoming increasingly expensive and very difficult to cope with and there is a constant lack of 
necessities. Normal electricity is something people have forgotten about. Water is also a problem. 


Unfortunately, at this time like the past several years there is a major security threat to all citizens of Aleppo. The 
sound of shells and grenades can be heard any time of the day and night and could target any place at any time. 


As we receive updates from our kin in Syria, we ask that you continue to uphold them in your prayers. With your help, 
the AMAA remains steadfast with unwavered determination to continue uninterrupted assistance. 


YES, | would like to help our brothers and sisters in Syria. Enclosed is my gift of $ 

Name: 

Address: es 
E-mail: Tel: 


Make tax deductible donations to the Armenian Missionary Association of America earmarked for Syria Relief, and mail to 31 West Century Road, 
Paramus, NJ 07652. To make a contribution with a credit/debit card, please call AMAA at 201.265.2607 or visit our website, www.amaa.org. 
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n March 12, the Crystal 
Ballroom of the Beverly 
Hills Hotel was the 
beautiful setting of the 
25" Anniversary of the 
Armenian Missionary Association of 
America’s (AMAA) Orphan and Child Care 
Program. Luncheon Co-Chairs Christina 
Jabarian, Melody Petrossian and Christine 
Zenjiryan worked tirelessly to make every 
aspect of the Luncheon enjoyable for more 
than 500 guests and supporters. They 
warmly welcomed the sold out crowd 
and introduced the dynamic Emcee for 
the day, LindaKay Abdulian, who was the 
commentator for the first children’s fashion 
show in 1997. This year, AMAA’s Executive 
Director/CEO Zaven Khanjian delivered a 
moving devotional and prayer and gave a 
brief history of the ladies who first started 
the Committee. 

The flowers, generously donated 
by Zareh David Ghoukasian of David 
Z Design, were breathtaking! And this 
year’s Silent Auction was spectacular 
with more than 150 items to bid on! 
Nicole Nishanian, Silent Auction Chair, 
procured many amazing items, including 
several designer handbags, lots of beautiful 
jewelry, and much, much more. There 
were many opportunities to help the 
needy children by sponsoring a child, 
purchasing food or clothing for a year, or 
by purchasing a Bible for the children to 
read. This effort was coordinated by Maro 
Yacoubian and Tina Segel, who organized 
the Child Sponsorship table and encouraged 
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everyone to make a difference in the life of 
a needy child in Armenia. Many children 
were sponsored at the Luncheon. 

Joyce Stein, esteemed advisor and 
National Co-Chair of the Orphan and Child 
Care Committee, acknowledged the ladies 
who organized the first several children’s 
fashion shows. The first show was at the 
Hotel Sofitel with Christina Jabarian as 
Chair. The next several luncheons were 
chaired by LindaKay Abdulian and Michelle 
Shrikian. Joyce thanked them for all their 
years of hard work and effort! 

Tina Segel created and introduced the 
video commemorating the 25" Anniversary 
of the Orphan and Child Care Program. The 
video showed how many children and their 


LA area AMAA Orphan and Child Care Committe 


. a y of 4 
Orphan and Child Care Program 
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families have been helped by the AMAA for 
many generations. 

After lunch, as a special surprise before 
the Fashion Show, several children from the 
Dynamic Duo Dance Studio performed for 
the audience! This accomplished and very 
talented group of dancers was enjoyed by 
everyone. The children’s Fashion Show and 
dance performance was coordinated and 
introduced by Betty Balian. This year, the 
Fashion Show was sponsored and produced 
by Bloomingdale’s Sherman Oaks. The 
Bloomingdale’s Sherman Oak’s team, along 
with the Committee, worked tirelessly 
to make the Fashion Show a complete 
success and to make sure the presentation 
by more than fifty breathtaking children and 


e members. 
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United States 


teenagers in this year’s show was perfect 
and seamless. Christina Jabarian thanked 
Bloomingdale’s for its partnership and 
participation in this year’s event which was 
very much appreciated. This year, Aleen 
Oruncakciel coordinated the models and the 
fittings for the Fashion Show. 

Finance and Reservations Chair Sandra 
Kalemkiarian works tirelessly every year 
to efficiently close out the Auction. "We 
are grateful for the generous donations 


we received in celebration of our 25" 
Anniversary," said Sandra. 

The guests left the event with a bag 
full of goodies, including amazing lotions 
and nail care products donated by Jessica 
Vartoughian of Jessica Cosmetics, dried 
fruits donated by LindaKay Abdulian, 
cookies donated by Leslie Kevorkian, and 
jams, Panettoni and other items donated 
by Christine Zenjiryan. The children also 
received wonderful goodie bags. 


In closing, Lori Muncherian and 
Arsine Phillips, West Coast Co-Chairs of 
the Committee, thanked the chairs, the 
entire Committee and all the donors for 
their continued support of this event for 
the children in Armenia. Many children in 
Armenia lack the basic necessities of food, 
clothing and shelter. "We are trying to help 
change a child’s life and give hope for a 
better future one child at a time," concluded 
Lori and Arsine. 


AMAA Executive Director/CEO Zaven Khanjian's Remarks at the Orphan and Child Care Luncheon 


Conception of an idea, project or invention requires alertness, observation and imagination. From these factors a 


vision is born which thru a process of planning turns into a mission. 


After the devastating earthquake in Armenia in 1988, the need to do something was explored by the AMAA. The 
spark came from Mary Najarian, who having observed the conditions of the orphans, had the vision of indispensable 


necessity to act. 


Rev. Dr. Movses Janbazian, then Executive Director of the AMAA, was contacted and the Orphan Care Committee 
was Created, chaired by Elizabeth Agbabian on the West Coast and Michele Simourian on the East Coast. The found- 
ing members were: Joyce Abdulian, Elizabeth Agbabian, Hermine Janoyan, Grace Kurkjian, Mary Najarian, Savey 


Tufenkian and Joyce Stein. 


Fast forward, the support grew and so did the events. Soon the first Children’s Fashion Show was held at the 


Hotel Sofitel and was chaired by Christina Jabarian. 


This morning we hail and salute all the above named women and many more for their mission turned vision which 


has evolved into this magnificent event that we are all here for today. 
On behalf of the AMAA and thousands of Armenian Children, thank you ladies. 


usgiitisnu’ 


Siranush Ghukasyan, from AMAA Child 
Sponsorship Program, is Armenia's Chess 
Champion in Junior Girls Championship 


Armenia’s Chess Champion in the Junior Girls (Under 18) Championship. 


T: AMAA congratulates Siranush Ghukasyan, who for the 8th time became 


Seventeen year-old Siranush, a teenager from the AMAA’s Sponsorship 
Program in Armenia, has been playing chess for the past 10 years. By placing first 
in her division at the Armenian Youth Championship, held at the Chess Academy of 
Armenia, she won a trip to the World Chess Youth Championship this summer. 

We also wish her success in the Open Chess Championship which will be held 
soon in Georgia. We are very proud of our next generation! 


Siranush Ghukasyan, Chess Champion 
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Every Armenian Has a Martyr in His Soul - H.M.M. 


AMAA Presents Dr. Markarian’s Book "The Martyred Armenian Writers" at APC in Paramus, NJ 


By Taleen Kupelian 


ith the 101st Anniversary of the : 
Armenian Genocide quickly 
approaching, now is a more Jf 


poignant time than ever to celebrate the 
Armenian culture rather than mourn its 
loss. Accomplished author, scientist, pro- 
fessor, playwright, poet, translator, actor, 
literary and theater critic, and director, 
Dr. Herand M. Markarian does just that 
with his latest publication, an anthology 
titled "The Martyred Armenian Writers 
(1915-1922)." 

All those present at the Armenian 
Presbyterian Church in Paramus, NJ 
on March 18th, heard the words of the 
greats brought to life in a moving perfor- 
mance with help from a number of the 
community’s youth — Nick Aynilian Jr., 
Raffi Aynilian, Vatche Demirjian, Rich- 
ard Hekemian, Anoush Kalachian, Niree 
Kaprielian, and Melani Salibian. 

This special event, titled "The Literary 
Works of 13 Armenian Martyred Writers," 
began with remarks by AMAA Execu- 
tive Director/CEO Zaven Khanjian and 
included a brief biography of the honored 
guest. Mr. Khanjian qualified the literature 
of the 19" and early 20" centuries "as su- 
perb, distinct ...and deserving to be read, 
enjoyed and spread." Dr. Markarian’s en- 
lightening slide show that followed these 
remarks highlighted the accomplishments 
of the 13 writers featured in his book. 

Dr. Markarian’s anthology is brilliant- 
ly segmented into three parts, each one a 
pertinent background about the time the 
subject matter was written. The first part 
contains general introductions to Western 
Armenian literature of the 19th century. 
The second part contains a foundation for 
understanding the Armenian Genocide. In 
the final section, the readers are provided 
with short biographies of 13 of the most 
beloved Armenian writers of the era along 
with a bibliography of their writing and 
excerpts from each author (in English). 


Dr. Herand M. Markarian 


While there are certain nuances that 
may get lost in translation, Dr. Markari- 
an’s anthology is as good as it gets. Dr. 
Markarian (with skillful help) has trans- 
lated the works of the 13 featured authors. 
In his book, the author beautifully records 
the classic and powerful words of the 
martyred Armenians during the Armenian 
Genocide proving that whether it’s one or 
101 years that have passed, these writings 
have truly stood the test of time! 


The literary program was brought to 
a moving close by the dynamic aforemen- 
tioned performance and was followed by a 
delectable reception graciously organized 
by Seta Nalbandian, Anita Buchakjian and 
Berjouhi Gulesserian. 

To order Dr. Markarian’s book "The 
Martyred Armenian Writers," please visit 
AMAA’s website at www.amaa.org, or 
contact the AMAA at 201-265-2607 or 
info@amaa.org. O 
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Dr. Herand Markarian signs his books for the guests. 


LARK and AMAA: Presentation of J. S. Bach’s 
St. Matthew Passion - Inspirational 


By Joyce Abdulian 


earth, the LARK Musical Society and 

the Armenian Missionary Association of 
America’s (AMAA) presentation of Johann 
Sebastian Bach’s St. Matthew Passion was 
a joyous representation of what awaits us. 

At the First United Methodist Church 
of Glendale, CA the LARK Musical Society 
and the AMAA once again joined forces on 
Sunday, March 13, 2016 to present one of 
the world’s greatest masterpieces — St. Mat- 
thew Passion, under the direction of beloved 
Maestro Vatsche Barsoumian. Maestro Bar- 
soumian explained: "Through J.S. Bach’s 
work, written almost 300 years ago, we can 
still partake in and relive the tribulations 
and passion of our Lord, who undertook all 
torture and even death for the sake of our 
personal spiritual salvation." 

As the voices of the choir soared, the so- 
loists sang, and the orchestra performed, the 
overflow audience abandoned themselves 
to the music of Bach and the depiction of 
Christ’s great sacrifice. Each scene matched 
with its response, either chorally or indi- 
vidually by a soloist, rendered in beautiful 
music, created a whole that at the end was 
an undeniably humbling Lenten experi- 
ence. Supertitles in German, Armenian and 
English allowed for a close following of the 
Oratorio, to better understand each moment 
of Christ’s passion. 

Distinguished vocal soloists were Da- 
vid Plaster as the Evangelist (tenor), Steve 
Pence as Jesus (bass), Shoushik Barsou- 
mian (soprano), Garineh Avakian and Vic- 
toria Avetisyan (altos), Yeghishe Manucha- 
ryan (tenor), and Scott Graff and Vincent 
Robles (basses). Also notable were the 
impressive instrumental soloists Armen 
DerKevorkian and Sarkis Gyurgchyan 
(violins), Salpi Kerkonian (flute), Michelle 
Forrest (oboe), and Yevgeni Tonkha (cello). 
Deserving special notice were Edward Mur- 
ray (organ) and Victoria Simonian (cem- 


[i f the music of heaven could be heard on 


Ken Kevorkian, AMAA Board member and St. Matthew Passion Concert Organizing 
Committee Chair, welcomes the audience. 


balo), who throughout the piece served as 
an underlying unifying force for the whole 
ensemble. 

During the intermission, a Lenten meal 
was served to over 500 guests, who greatly 
enjoyed this time of fellowship. 

Andranik Andy Torosyan, Chairman 
of LARK Musical Society, stated, "Let us 
praise God for bringing together the AMAA 
and the LARK Musical Society to break 
bread during this Lenten season and share 
in the message of Jesus through the work of 
Bach’s St. Matthew Passion. Projects like 
these will help strengthen our community, 
encouraging us to aspire to a higher under- 
standing of life and walk the path intended 
for us." 

Reflecting on the past 20 years of 
AMAA/LARK collaboration, Zaven Khan- 
jian, AMAA Executive Director/CEO, said: 
"The AMAA rejoices in its annual partner- 
ship with the LARK Musical Society in 
the over two decades long presentation of 
spring sacred music concerts, elevating hu- 
man souls from its earthly fetters to a heav- 
enly emancipation, paid for by the blood 


Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, Preside 
of Directors (center), pictured with Arpy and 
Maestro Vatsche Barsoumian. 


shed by our Savior Jesus Christ. We are 
thankful for the gracious support of the com- 
munity that makes every one of these events 
ever excitingly memorable and touching." O 
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Merdinian School Dedicates 
Bezjian Family Building 
At Its 34 Annual Gala Banquet 


n Sunday, May 15, the C & E Merdinian Armenian 

Evangelical School, Sherman Oaks, CA, held a 

dedication and ribbon-cutting ceremony for the 

newly constructed Bezjian Family Building. Rev. 
Dr. Ron Tovmassian, Moderator of the AEUNA, offered his 
blessings for the new building. 

This state-of-the-art facility was made possible by a generous 
one million dollar donation by benefactors Mr. and Mrs. Albert 
and Terry Bezjian. Mr. Bezjian is the founder of Indo-European 
Imports, a wholesale distributor of imported Middle Eastern 
specialty foods. This modern building houses a library, science 
lab, art room, five spacious classrooms, and the athletic coach’s 
office. It provides the School with greater flexibility in serving 
its growing student population. 

Following the ribbon-cutting ceremony, guests attended a 
Gala Banquet co-chaired by Helga Sarkis and Seta Nalbandian. 
The event was held in a beautifully decorated tent in the School’s 
courtyard. Master of Ceremonies Mariam Kuregyan-Krtotyan 
began the program by expressing her heartfelt appreciation for 
the excellent quality of education and family atmosphere enjoyed 
by her own children at Merdinian School. 

Rev. Berdj Djambazian, Minister to the AEUNA, offered the 
Invocation. Musical performances were offered by two young 
artists: Mary Balian Saghbazarian, an accomplished singer and 
composer of Christian songs as well as a Merdinian alumna 
and parent, and Marta Hovhannisyan, a promising young music 
student with a beautiful voice. 

Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, President of the AMAA Board, 
delivered greetings from the AMAA, after which the guests 
enjoyed a delicious dinner. Principal Lina Arslanian’s message 
highlighted the admirable qualities of the School and the ac- 
complishments of its students. This was followed by recitations 
of Bible verses and Armenian poems by several students. 

Juliette Abdulian introduced the guests of honor, Albert and 
Terry Bezjian. Dr. Vahe Nalbandian, Chairman of the Board of 
Directors, presented the guests of honor with commemorative 
gifts. Adrin Nazarian, a Merdinian School parent and State As- 
semblyman for the 46" District, presented a certificate of recog- 
nition to Merdinian School on behalf of the State of California. 

Dr. Nalbandian read a congratulatory letter from Zaven 
Khanjian, Executive Director/CEO of the AMAA. Mr. Khanjian 
is a former member of the School’s Board of Directors, serving 
the School for many years in various capacities including Board 
member, Treasurer and Chairman of the Board. 


L to R: Albert and Terry Bezjian, Dr. Vahe Nalbandian, Chair of the School 
Board, and Juliette Absulian, Vice Chair of the School Board. 


Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, President of the AMAA Board, greets the guests. 


The wonderful and very special evening was concluded 
with a Benediction offered by Rev. Dr. Ara Chakerian. 

Opportunities for naming classrooms in honor of loved 
ones are still available. For information, please call Dr. Ivan 
Shnorhokian at 412-759-2020, or Dr. Vahe Nalbandian at 
818-507-9848. O 
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part of a change in global policies to help make a difference. 


the 1.5 billion people who work in water related sectors and the connection they have 


Armenia 


Updates from Avedisian School Debate Club 


Avedisian School Debate Team Participates in Debate at the American Center in Yerevan 


participated in a debate at the American Center in Yerevan, Armenia. The Avedisian 
School Debate Club competed against 198 high school debate clubs. The theme was 
"Armenia and Turkey Have a Common Future." 

The debate judges were Richard M. Mills, Jr., US Ambassador to Armenia, and Andre 
Simonyan, band singer of The Beautified Project Band. 

During the competition, a direct connection was established among members of the 
debate clubs from Charentsavan, Kapan, Meghri, Vanadzor and Gyumri schools. After 
the debate, the students engaged in a question and answer session with the Singer and the 
Ambassador. 

Ambassador Mills stated that he was pleasantly surprised by the persuasive speech 
and debating skills of the Avedisian School students. He congratulated the students, and the jyembers of the Debate Club pictured with 
Captain of the Debate Club Arevig Khachadourian for their achievements.) Ambassador Richard M. Mills, Jr. 


OC: March 23, the Debate Club from the Khoren and Shooshanig Avedisian School 


Avedisian School Debate Club Students Place First in Armenia 


were held. Such a tournament brought together a total of 26 teams representing 

the different regions of Armenia. Ultimately, Teams "Etchmiadzin" and "Yerevan 

1" (which had two Avedisian School students) progressed to the finals. Yerevan | was led 

by Team Manager Arevik Khachtryan (who is also the Team Manager of the Avedisian 

School Debate Club) and featured 9th grade Avedisian School student Lusine Yeghiazaryan. 

On May 9th, the final debate between Etchmiadzin and Yerevan | took place. The topic 

for the debate "Current terrorist attacks are the result of the Great Powers’ policies," elicited 

great discussion from both sides and contributed to an enthralling debate. It is with great 

pleasure we announce that Yerevan | took first position in the Tournament. We are also 

pleased to write that 9th grader Lusine Yeghiazaryan of the Avedisian School was awarded 
with a gold medal and a certifficate as the representative of the winning team. UO 


oO ver the course of two days, May 7-8, the National Debating Tournament semi-finals 


World Water Day Celebrated at "Green School" 


arch 22 marked World Water Day, an international observance where people 
in different parts of the world demonstrated their concern about environmental 
problems of our planet through organized events. These people want to be 


This year’s theme, "Better Water, Better Jobs," focused on the vital importance of 


which ensures its safe delivery. 


On World Water Day the Khoren and Shooshanig Avedisian School’s «Oikoco» Club (which focuses on the importance of environmental 


education) and the eighth graders gave an interesting presentation to illustrate that drinking water supplies are not inexhaustible, and that we must 
use them with care and we must not pollute. 


Members of the Club presented a short video about the vital importance of water, how human activities affect the destruction and reduction 


of water reserves, as well as practical tips for saving water. The eighth graders, with wit and humor, discussed the above issues through the play 
"Assembly of Mice." 


The Avedisian School students challenge everyone to save water which will help Mother Nature and will also help us. O 
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Pre-Marriage Counseling : Rev. Melkonian Holds Seminars in Armenia 


Seminar HeldatCamp _": for Pastors and Church Councils 
Hankavan 


: ev. Merdich Melkonian, Senior 
R::: and Pastor to Pastors of the 
: Evangelical Churches of Armenia, 
: held special seminars/workshops in Yerevan, 
: Vanadzor and Goris on February 6, March 19 
: and April 2 for pastors and Church Councils. 
: The theme was "The Role and Responsibility 
+} of Church Council Members." 
a: Rev. Melkonian spoke to more than 
: 140 participants about the importance and 
: significance of their service in the life of the 
: church, the personal character and the godly 
: image of the Pastor, the cooperation of the 
: Pastor and the community in the ecclesial 
: significance of their services, as well as about 
: their responsibilities in Christian Service. 
rom March 16-18, pastors of the : 
Fe ects Churches of Armenia : 
along with their wives who were : 
interested in the Pre-Marriage Counseling : 
theme, had an opportunity to listen to an : 
experienced pastor and counselor Rev. : 
Rick Benson. 
With more than 30 years of experience, : 
during which time he united hundreds of : 
couples in marriage, Rev. Benson taught : 
the pastors and their wives how to counsel : 
couples in their local churches before their : } 
marriage, teaching them rules, principles and : 
approaches, and identifying the main secret : . 
for the couple to get closer to Jesus as spouses. : 
Rev. Benson also gave a special lecture : ; 
about "Parenting." : Seminar at the Evangelical Church of Armenia in Vanadzor. 


Seminar at the Evangelical Church of 
Armenia in Goris. 


Hi — 


AMAA Participates in Unprecedented 
‘Cooperation To Support Armenia’s Martuni Village 


nthe occasion of the Centennial ofthe Armenian Genocide °@ COAF financed the renovation of the medical center of the 


in 2015, AMA-Armenia took the initiative to coordinate the Martuni community. 
formation of a Consortium of six NGOs (AMA-Armenia, ° World Vision presented its newly formed Engineering Club and 
Development Principles, "Shen" Charity NGO, World Vision Arme- its newly acquired Robotics lab of the school. 
nia, COAF, and Fund for Armenia Relief) to join efforts in support ¢ "Shen" Charity NGO presented the new Village website (www. 
of Martuni Village, in the Republic of Armenia. martunigyugh.am) which shows the history of the Village, cur- 
The Village, located in the north eastern part of the Gegharkunik rent conditions and a project which was also financed by Shen; ; 
Region, on the southern shores of Lake Sevan, was founded in the installation of water pipes providing drinking water for most 
1921 and its first inhabitants were Genocide survivors, mostly from of the villagers. 
Van, Alashkert, Kars and Sasun, who had emigrated. The Village ¢ AMA-Armenia helped the villagers acquire 2 brand new tractors 
is 132 kilometers from Yerevan. and 10 gasoline powered harvesters. These items will help vil- 
On March 4, 2016, these organizations and two new partners, lagers harvest hay to feed their cattle during the winter months 
Teach for Armenia and the Armenia Round Table of the World and also cultivate their lands. 
Council of Churches (WCC), visited Martuni to evaluate and review ¢ FAR (Fund for Armenia Relief) presented scholarships to Mar- 


the work of the past year which included: tuni Village high school students. P 
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Pastors from Armenia Visit Lebanon 


n February 20, Rev. Mgrdich Mel- 
O:::= Pastor to Pastors of the 

Evangelical Churches of Armenia, 
along with Rev. Gevorg Gasparyan, Presi- 
dent of the Union of the Evangelical Church 
in Armenia, Pastor Senik Saribekyan, As- 
sistant Pastor of the Evangelical Church of 
Armenia in Ijevan, Pastor Gagik Danielyan, 
Pastor of the Evangelical Churches of Arme- 
nia in Zeytoun and Malatia-Sebastia region, 
and Rev. Suren Markaryan, Pastor of the 
Evangelical Church of Spitak, arrived in 
Beirut and were hosted by the Union of the 
Armenian Evangelical Churches in the Near 
East (UAECNE) until March 12. 

The purpose of the visit was to get 
acquainted with and to better know the Ar- 
menian Community in Lebanon, the local 
Armenian Evangelical Churches and their 
ministries, the daily life and the activities 
of the pastors, to get acquainted with the 
schools serving next to the churches, as 
well as other social service institutions of 
UAECNE and their activities, and to help 
the visiting pastors widen their vision of 
the Armenian Evangelical Churches in 
Armenia. 

The visiting pastors also had an 
opportunity to visit Haigazian University 
and meet with the President, Rev. Dr. Paul 
Haidostian, and the Near East School of 
Theology and meet with its President, Rev. 
Dr. George Sabra. 


e Development Principles granted 13 pregnant cows to low 
income families within the community. 

e AMA-Armenia partnered with Teach for Armenia to send a 
well-trained teacher to teach IT courses and help students 


develop leadership skills. 


The Partners also visited the computer lab which was pro- 


vided by the WCC Armenia Round Table. 


Representatives of each organization met with community 


They also visited the four Armenian 
Evangelical Churches in the city — Nor 
Marash, Nor Amanos, Eshrefieh and the 
First Armenian Evangelical Church of Bei- 
rut — as well as the Armenian Evangelical 
Church of Anjar, and participated in their 
worship services. 

The visiting pastors also met with the 
local pastors, had time to pray together 
and have discussions. Rev. Melkonian and 
Rev. Gasparyan also participated as guests 
in the Central Committee meeting of the 
UAECNE. 

In Nor Amanos, Nor Marash and 
Anjar churches the pastors had three 


day-long meetings with the pastors and 
observed their daily work and ministry. 
On February 29 they also participated 
in the Women’s World Day of Prayer 
Program which this year was dedicated 
to the women of Cuba. 

The visiting pastors also participated 
in a couples seminar held in KCHAG, the 
speaker of which was Rev. Melkonian. 
They also participated in the morning wor- 
ship services of the schools and brought 
their messages. 

While in Lebanon, the visiting pastors 
also had the opportunity to do some sightsee- 
ing in the country. O 


members and discussed various projects. The community mem- 
bers were very appreciative for all the help provided to them and 
expressed their suggestions and thoughts. All the villagers were 
excited and encouraged about the work that is being rendered by 
this consortium. 

The mission of this partnership is to help increase the 
standard of living in Martuni and to eventually help other vil- 
lages. This cooperation from different Armenian organizations 
is an example of how synergy multiplies the efforts of each 
individual organization. 
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AMAA Sundays West Coast 


UACC Celebrates AMAA Sunday 


n March 13, congregants of the United Armenian 
Congregational Church in Los Angeles, CA welcomed 
Peter Kougasian, Esq., AMAA Vice President, to the 
pulpit to present an update on the work of the AMAA. 

Peter shared the story of a Danish missionary, Karen Jeppe, who 
worked tirelessly to save Armenian people before the Genocide. In 
the years after the war, she moved to Aleppo to devote her life to the 


resettlement, particularly focusing on the plight of young women. 
In speaking to the League of Nations to seek financial aid, Karen 
defrayed the concerns that monies given would not do much, with 
her comment, "It is only a little light, but the night is so dark." 

Today, once again, the night is dark and we are challenged to 
bring a little light by aiding AMAA’s Operation Lifeline, which is 
providing housing subsidies and medical care for the many Arme- 
nians who have chosen to leave Syria. AMAA is also providing 
humanitarian care for those who remain in Syria. 

After the service, members of the UACC family shared a con- 
tinental brunch which included meneish, tahini bread, bagels & lox, 
ham, colored Easter eggs, and much, much more. As they feasted 
on their food some were able to glean more about AMAA’s work 
as they visited with Peter. AMAA brochures as well as envelopes 
were placed in Easter baskets in the center of the tables to facilitate 
donating. 

Many thanks go to all the members of the Missions Committee 
as well as additional volunteers who hosted the brunch. In a small 
measure, it is through their endeavors that God has blessed the mis- 
sions program at UACC. We are grateful for all those gifted with a 
servant’s heart. May we all search our hearts and seek Our Lord’s 
guidance of ways we might be "lights in a dark night." O 


AMAA Finance Director 
Speaks at AMAA Worship Service 
in Glendale, CA 


David Aynejian, AMAA's Director of Finance (third from left), with 
Rev. Hendrik Shanazarian, Pastor of Holy Trinity Armenian Evangelical 
Church (second from left), and some members of the Church Board. 


n March 13, David Aynejian, AMAA’s Director of 
Finance, visited Holy Trinity Armenian Evangelical 
Church in Glendale, CA. During the Worship Service, 
Mr. Aynejian read a passage from the Gospel of Mark 
Chapter 6, where the disciples reported on what they did and what 
they taught. Though Jesus wanted to retreat with His disciples, a 
large crowd gathered around them and Jesus, out of compassion, 
started teaching them. Since it was late and they were in a remote 
place, Jesus blessed the five breads and two fishes and fed thousands. 

After he finished reading the passage, Mr. Aynejian said, "This 
is what we do at the AMAA. Our mission is to teach the Word of 
God and to care for the physical needs of the people." 


Following his remarks he showed a film that summarized activi- 
ties of the AMAA in different areas and countries. A reception was 
held for Church members to meet Mr. Aynejian and to ask questions. 

Mr. Aynejian then visited the Children’s Ministry of the Church. 
On that Sunday, the children were excited about working on an 
interesting craft called "Easter Garden" — decorating a plate and 
planting a seed that would grow to become the Resurrection scene 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Holy Trinity Armenian Evangelical Church in Glendale is 
a small but active church and has an active Children’s Ministry. 
Through the Haigazounyats Armenian Language Program, Arme- 
nian children in the neighborhood are taught the Armenian language 
and culture and have an opportunity to hear the Word of God. The 
Women’s Committee of the Church is very active and is also the 
mission arm of the Church. Through its "Loving Hands" mission, 
support is provided to some elderly and physically handicapped, 
and needy persons/families in Armenia. 

We thank the AMAA for supporting our church especially the 
Haigazounyats Program through the AEUNA/AMAA Joint Home 
Mission. We thank God for the AMAA and its ministry and the 
AMAA leadership and staff for their dedicated service. U 


—<~* Jaa 


Haigazounyats children of the Church singing at Worship Service. 


32 AMAA NEWS, April-May-June 2016 


President of AMAA Board 
Speaks at Cilicia Church for 
AMAA Sunday 
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luncheon, Dr. Darakjian showed a power point presentation de- 
picting projects that the AMAA sponsors around the world. The 
Church offering and the proceeds from the luncheon were donated 
to the AMAA. 

Cilicia Church supports various projects of the AMAA. An 

example is the "Stitched with Love" project, initiated by Mrs. Arous 
Albarian with the participation of the Ladies Auxiliary and Dorcas 
Guild members. 
n March 13, 2016, the Armenian Cilicia Evangelical There are several avid supporters of the AMAA at Cilicia 
Church welcomed Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, President (Church including Mrs. Sirvart Hintlian and Mrs. Anahis Derian 
of the AMAA Board, who gave the English message, Boolghoorjian who helped support the construction of the new 
"Don’t Be Anxious About Anything." During a light — Church building in Dilijan, Armenia.Q 


Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, AMAA Board President (third from left), 
pictured with Rev. George Terian, Pastor of Cilicia Church (first from 
left), Anahis Derian Boulghoorjian, major AMAA benefactor (fourth 
from left), with some members of the Church. 


Harout Nercessian, AMA-Armenia Representtive (second from 
left), and Rev. Apraham Chaparian, Pastor of the Armenian 


Spea ks at the Armenian Evangelical Church of Hollywood, CA (third from left), with some 


AMA-Armenia Representative 


members of the Church. 


Evangelical Church of Hollywood 


arout Nercessian, AMA-Armenia Representative, recently presented at the Armenian Evangelical Church in Hollywood, CA 
for its AMAA Sunday. He preached on the topic of "The Ultimate Investment Meaning — Value and Impact of Your Life." 
Luke 5:1-11. 
Mr. Nercessian showed a video and a power point presentation about the work of the AMAA in 24 countries around the 
world. He also thanked the congregation for its generous donation of $32,000 several years ago for the House of Hope Church in Yerevan 
and gave a report on the purchase of the House. O 
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AMAA Mission Sunday 
at Downey Church 


L to R: Rev. Vatche Ekmekjian, Pastor of Immanuel Armenian 
Congregational Church of Downey, and Zaven Khanjian, AMAA 
Executive Director/CEO. 


Armenian Congregational Church in Downey, CA was 
dedicated to celebrate the mission of AMAA, where AMAA 
Executive Director/CEO Zaven Khanjian was present. 

In his greetings and address to the congregation, Mr. Khanjian 


underlined the Biblical teaching of James 1:27 in showing solidarity : 


and support toward brothers in need. He also stressed that charity 
and kind works show our genuine love to God. Concluding his mes- 
sage, Mr. Khanjian shared a brief report on the AMAA projects and 
invited the congregation to be part of the AMAA mission through 
their prayers and financial support. O 


n Sunday March 6, the morning service at the Immanuel : 


West Coast Director Speaks at 
- AMAASundayinNorth Hollywood 


: Lto R: Levon Filian, AMAA West Coast Executive Director, and 
: Rev. Dr. Ara Chakerian, Pastor of Holy Trinity Armenian Church of 
: North Hollywood. 


oly Trinity Armenian Church in North Hollywood, 
CA warmly received AMAA’s West Coast Director 
Levon Filian when he was the guest speaker for the 
: Armenian Service at AMAA Sunday on March 13. 
: He brought greetings from the entire AMAA staff and Board 
: of Directors, and encouraged the Church to continue its zeal in 
: serving the Lord in the North Hollywood area, and to the world 
: alongside the AMAA. 

: Mr. Filian prepared a power point presentation which he 
: shared prior to delivering the message. The attendees became 
: more familiar with the work of AMAA both in Armenia and 
: the Diaspora. He also acknowledged and thanked HTAC for 
: supporting the refugees stemming from the crisis in Syria. 

: His message for the day was taken from John 15:1-8 and 1 
: Corinthians 2:6-8, titled "Growing in God’s Word." The message 
: was about how trees provide fruits and/or shade. The heart of the 
: message constituted the idea of trees serving their purpose, and 
: so should we — as believers in Jesus Christ. Our purpose is to do 
: what God has called us to do, and be a blessing to all around. O 


Representatives of Billy Graham Evangelistic Association Visit AMAA West Coast Office 


n Tuesday, May 11, 2016 four representatives from the Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association (BGEA) visited the West Coast Office of the AMAA, 
located in Glendale, CA, to show the support of their organization, pray 
for the Armenian people and discuss sending Christmas shoe boxes to Armenia. 


L to R: Dr. Tom Phillips, Vice President of Billy Graham Library; Roy 
Graham, grandson of Rev. Billy Graham and son of Franklin Graham; 
Levon Filian, AMAA West Coast Execuitve Director; and Sylvia 
Cheatham and Dr. Melvin Cheatham, BGEA Board member. 
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News & Notes 


AMAA Congratulates Board Member and Benefactor 
Edward Avedisian, 2016 Recipient of Ellis Island Medal of Honor 


he Ellis Island Medal of Honor has been awarded each year since 1986. It 

recognizes individuals who have made it their mission to share with those 

less fortunate their wealth of knowledge, indomitable courage, boundless 
compassion, unique talents and selfless generosity; all the while maintaining the 
traditions of their ethnic heritage as they embody the American Dream. 

This year, Edward Avedisian was not only one of the distinguished recipients of the 
Ellis Island Medal of Honor, but was one of a very select few invited to give his personal 
remarks at the ceremony. The ceremony was held on Ellis Island on Saturday, May 7. 

The professional career of Mr. Avedisian spans four disciplines: a performing 
symphonic musician, teaching at the university level, arts administration, as well as 
investing and philanthropy. He retired after 30 years of service as clarinetist with 
the Boston Pops and 43 seasons with the Boston Ballet Orchestra. Outside of the 
United States, he has appeared as soloist with the Armenian State Philharmonic, the 
Armenian Radio and TV Orchestra and the National Chamber Orchestra of Armenia, 
and was visiting artist to Boston’s sister city of Hangzhou, China, in 1998. 

His success as a private investor led him to establish endowments and award grants to anumber of nonprofit organizations. 
At the American University of Armenia (AUA) he fully funded the Center for Health Studies & Research and the Center for 
Business Research & Development. He was principal benefactor and chair of the construction committee (2005-2009) of the 
new 100,000 sq. ft. Paramaz Avedisian Building and was appointed to the Presidential Search Committee for AUA by Dr. C. 
Judson King, former Provost of the University of California and Chair of the AUA Board of Trustees. 

Others of note include the founder and principal benefactor of both the Khoren and Shooshanig Avedisian K-12 School 
and Community Center in Malatia-Sepastia, Armenia (a seven-building complex), and sole benefactor and chair of the AUA 
Oversight Committee for the Nork Marash Medical Center (bringing the Hospital up to U.S. standards in 2004-2005). Mr. 
Avedisian also serves as Trustee for the American University of Armenia, and as Board member of the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America. As a founder and sole supporter of the Friends of the American University of Armenia, his contributions 
include a complete renovation of the High School in Haghtanag Village (2008-2009) and the installation of a cluster of lights 
and trees at the Didzernaghapert Armenian Genocide Memorial. He has twice been awarded the Movses Khorentasi Medal 
by Armenia’s President Sargsyan for Contributions to Education, Culture, Literature and the Arts in 2008 and 2014. In the 
United States, key endeavors are: established the Paramaz Avedisian Pharmacy Scholarship at the University of Rhode Island, 
Boston University Medical School (Chobanian Professorship) and BU Tanglewood Scholarship, and an endowed chair for the 
Boston Ballet Orchestra. 

Mr. Avedisian was born in 1937 in Pawtucket, RI, where he attended public school and served as president of his graduating 
class. He furthered his education on a scholarship to Boston University where he earned his BM and MM degrees. Edward is 
married to Pamela Wood and they currently reside in Lexington, MA. 


Hackensack Rotary Club Awards Grant 
For Child Care Programs in Armenia 


otary Club of Hackensack, NJ awarded the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America (AMAA) a $2,000 
grant for AMAA’s child care projects in Armenia at a 
luncheon held on March 24. Just like previous awards 
from Rotary Club, this grant will help many children under the 
care of AMAA’s Child Sponsorship Program with various needs of 
urgent medical care, and also help children attend Summer Camps. 

David Aynejian, AMAA’s Director of Finance, attended the 
luncheon and accepted the check on behalf of the Association. Mr. 
Aynejian thanked the Hackensack Rotary Club for its continued 
support of AMAA’s child care programs in Armenia. : 

The AMAA also thanks Rotary Club member Serge Krikorian _L to R: Steve Koestner, President of the Hackensack Rotary Club, 
for helping to raise these funds for our needy children in Armenia.Q David Aynejian and Serge Krikorian. 
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AMAA Meets with U.S. Ambassador to Armenia in CA 


n March 8, representatives from the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America attended a meeting 
with current U.S. Ambassador to Armenia Richard M. 
Mills, Jr. 

Accompanied by Jeffrey Paretchan, USAID Regional Alliance 
Contact for Europe & Eurasia, the meeting, held at the Brand 
Library and Arts Center in Glendale, CA, was one in a series of 
Ambassador Mills’ meetings with various representatives of the 
Armenian-American community around the country. 

AMAA representatives in attendance were Dr. Nazareth 
Darakjian, AMAA Board President, Dr. H. Steven Aharonian, former 
AMAA Board President, Zaven Khanjian, AMAA Executive Director/ 
CEO, and Levon Filian, AMAA West Coast Executive Director. 

The Ambassador shared plans and priorities for the advancement 
of the country. He was also interested to learn more about AMAA’s 
global ministry, especially in Armenia. Among topics discussed were 
current events in Armenia, security matters, the influx of Armenians 
from war torn Syria, freedom of speech and religion, plans for a 
stronger economy, and ways to expand help to residents of bordering 
villages of Armenia. 

The AMAA welcomes the new U.S. Ambassador Mr. Mills to 
Armenia, wishes him great success, and thanks him for his keen 


Lto R: Dr. H. Steven Aharonian, former AMAA Board President, 
Levon Filian, AMAA West Coast Executive Director, Ambassador 
Richard M. Mills, Jr, Zaven Khanjian, AMAA Executive Director/ 
CEO, and Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, AMAA Board President. 


interest in helping our Homeland with the participation of the 
Armenian leadership in the Diaspora. 


The meeting was convened under somber circumstances: just the previous evening, Azerbajian had commenced attacks 
along the Nagorno-Karabagh border. The Minister said that while conflict is nearly constant in the Ngorno-Karabagh region, 
at made the preceding night’s actions of great concern was that Azerbaijan had used tanks and had targeted civilians in 
border villages. The Minister appealed to Armenian-Americans to urge the American administration to support Armenia. 
The topic then turned to the support of Syrian-Armenians. The Minister expressed gratitude to the AMAA for its support 
for resettlement efforts “from the first day.” She said there were currently some 20,000 Syrian-Armenians in the Republic of 
Armenia, of which 620 families needed significant financial support. She listed the immediate charitable needs as follows: 

1) Medical needs: approximately 60 people need heart surgery, and the Republic has run out of funds to pay hospital 
costs. The fee is approximately $5,000 per surgery. 

2) Rental assistance: last year the government received $800,000 for rental assistance from the United Nations. This year 
the figure dropped to $300,000. Half a million dollars is needed to restore the difference. 

3) Business grants: the minister said Syrian-Armenians have been successful in starting businesses when they have the 
capital. However, many are afraid to borrow money from the bank. The Minister said a small grant of $10,000 to $15,000 
could be sufficient for a person to start a new business in Armenia. She described a program in which successful Syrian- 
Armenian business people mentor newly-arrived Syrian-Armenians to start new businesses. 

The Minister ended the meeting by saying she needed to complete a news release to the Diaspora regarding the conflict 
in Ngorno-Karabagh. The AMAA delegation thanked her for so generously sharing her reflections at such a demanding time. 


= 


36 AMAA NEWS, April-May-June 2016 


Belmont Church Sunday School Class 
Raises Funds to Sponsor Children in Armenia 


n September 2015, the dedicated Sunday School Teachers 

at the First Armenian Church of Belmont, MA announced a 

new calendar of activities to the Sunday School Classes. The 

theme of "Planting the Seeds" was selected and each class 
was given the task of owning one month for community service 
in an effort to plant those seeds. 

The Middle School Class decided to own two months of com- 
munity service starting with October 2015. Together the Class 
members developed a plan for a fund raiser and decided that all 
proceeds would go to the AMAA Orphan and Child Care Fund — 
specifically to sponsor two children in Armenia. During the Fall 
Church Bazaar, they organized a table in the Narthex and sold 
books, Christmas cards, book marks, magnets, prayer cards, color- 
ing books and numerous other items. They each took one or two 
hour shifts at the table and often stayed longer just for fellowship 
with each other. For the entire day, they raised enough money to 
sponsor two children - $681.25. The Middle School Class has now 
made it their mission to continue sponsoring two children every 
year. 

These young people are well grounded in their faith and are 
keenly aware of the importance that serving others should always 
be a priority. What was even more inspiring was that their plan- 
ning, executing, and strong willed determination ensured that their 
goal was met. O 


OAVE THE WATE 


The Boston area Orphan and Child 
Care Committee will present its 25th 
Annual Fundraiser on Thursday, 
September 29, 2016. The Dinner 
and Auction will take place at 
Wellesley Country Club, 294 
Wellesley Ave. Wellesley Hills, MA. 
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Back row L to R: Luke Fournier, Caroline Solakian, Alice Guyum- 
dzhyan, John O’Connell. Front row Lto R: /sabella Balian, Alex 
Boyajian, Casidy Quinn. Missing from picture is Eric Hovsepian. 


Go GREEN! 


Subscribe to the AMAA NEWS 
online 


The full content of each issue of the 
AMAA NEWS is now available for 
our members to read online. If you 
prefer to view your copy, before it is 
even printed and mailed, subscribe 
now by sending your e-mail address 
to amaanews@amaa.org or call the 
AMAA office at 201.265.2607. 
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ZuyGnEU PFudnu 


3U3 UFGSUTULUYUL GUGIG16ShP 170 UUGUYPL UNnbeNe 


Unwnwwunh Ywuwnku Soubup 170-UuGwup 


Utp. Vhpé GudywqtuG 
Nuupuus wwiundwywu htGpne Ge yentwywuuGpne punnwunnteh_u: 
QnhGntnh wwuuntetuu vey jwuywu2wyuu Enu yehe 7-p Ge peht 40-p 
Lnyhu huwuwn: 


1. GOL - Ouunng 7. 2, 3 - Uwpntn wuwunLuuGncu ptgh Goyeuuywu hww wn... 
Ouunng 7. 3 - fengnLuUuUGnEU Goyeuwywu hwuw wn... 
Ouunng 8. 4 - GopuGnnpn wuunLu, NWUWwUup Unwnwnn (GnuGpn_u Upwy UuMUWL... 

e 3uy) ULGnwnwuwywl GyGntghu ouwt 1846-hu* Goeutpnnn wuhup, RPGpwyh uhuhn- 
Uwnwywu Uwuininhu uEy, Ynumwununtwynihu: Lbnywy Ehu Gop Uhupnuwnutn* nnweu 
uGnywywgntghsutnpa ennnpwywhl ULGwWwnwuwywl GYytnGghuGnn_u: Apwuywnwywe 6wusgwu 
quunup hente 3huntu Lnhnuwmnuh 62uUwnhwn UEY GYtntghu: 


2. RUNUUNIL - Ouunng 7. 4 - Gorn ontu Gupn pwnwunt on nt pwnwuntl qh2tn wudnt. whup 
ptntu... 
Ouunng 8. 6 - 2wnwuntu on Gunp bny Mwuywupl wwunnthuup Pwgu... 

e 1846-hu P&nwyh Uwunntnhu UE9 UGpyuwy Ehu 40 Rwy UtGuwnawuwywl wunwuutn* 37 wyn 
GL 3 ypu: UnorepE Gup Ywunuwanntehtup nnntqnniGgw, nnnph ypwy hwewuntehtu wnpniGgut 
huLtuinph Gt ntfuunh, Ge OunLUNnN JwyMWnWnNnLGgwet Aw) UeGNnwnwuwywu GyEntghhu: 

e 40 UtGuwnwlwywuutnn_ wngte pugniGgwt wywunnthwup NWwuywuhl, ULGuwnwup Uninp 

3nqinyu qonnteGuup hngswyntGgwe wuEuntnep, nt hhduntGgwu wmwubGwy UtGuwnpawuwywu 
GyGntghutn: 


3. Uuun_ony Cunnhwg Untnp Udwhu uE9 
Ouunng 9. 13 - hu wnGnu wuuyhu UE9 whinh nuGu: Ul whiunh yyw Au ywrpAuNGuwywu nLfunh 
u2wun: 

e Unuwy, wuwGnp 6woytghl Aw) UWeGunwpwuwywu pntuw2nn Ge Shuntuwmpnth GyGnGghutnn, 
hunghu uE9 hninpa Wuun.ény upnnyu Uuwg wudwin, Unheuwht&yntetwu ue9 nnnnuntehtuu Uuunnton) 
Gnwe Ufupyewnn_yehcu: 

e UrentetGuu UE: GntGrgwi Uuunntény wtp: Gop jntuwnnhs qanyuGnny* yjpzGgubpny Uuunntdon) 
Cunnhug GL Unnnju SwipNGuuywu Atfuinp, nn uhugtGe wyuon qny E Awy UWeGuwnpwuwywu 
GyGnt&ghutnn_u uEg9: 

3GuGLwewn «Ol 3wnwe GnpwynuGn, OU jwnuwy GL pnyntn, 46p pnuGup Quhp UtGuwnwuhu: 
Lnyu utpnGup huduwyu puutLwn w2fuwnhh»: (Buyne AwuwywgqGwuh Gagtneu uh): 
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Uns SuUétnqnLebwu 


Ungp ninnniwoé E pninn Awy UtGuNwpwuwywu GyEntghutnn_u wufuuhn: 

GYE'p wuuuwfunlyewg UEnnuw2UWynLeGwUp, wupuyuntyp UawuuwywuntetGuudp Ge wuuwywny 
Unthnwywuntetbuup Upwdwyl* fh funnng unwh utp qnhntuwyntyetul, wnwpwuntyeGwu ne 
onhutngnteGul dwyutpp pundnwgutup wn Wuunn.wo6, 3wy UeGunwpwuwywu GYyEntghhu nt wunn 
AutLwinwphld puwnGuywnghsuGnn.u, hhpduwnhnuGpantu ne Uwnwnhnnultpn.u, Lphunnuwynnhq 
OunwyntetGwu, qnhwetnnietuwu ne «upusGe fh Uwh» AwLwunwpuntetuu hwuun: 


®unp wmwup AwLWiNph htpnuutpntu hwuwn, nnnup pwyweawn nt wnhwpawn Uuuintoén; 
uuywnughuntehtup hwqwsé Ynindp wwnqgGghu hwywopsuGpne Ynwynun UGuntpn tu neu: 

Wunup sentgwu ne sUnhwytGguu fpntug unpwqwu Ynégniulctu, ne Uwwmnwywninnn.ws6 
WwunwufuwuWintnieGuEu, WwnweunnnnteGuru Gt wnwptyntetGucu: 


®unp nwup ULGuWwpwuwywu gwmMwgnyutnpn_u hwuwn, nnnup ¢;pGghu pntug wwumue2uEnp, 
sninugwuu pntGug Onyhsn* Shuntu, ne s2GnGgwu hntug nngwfunh nuwLtwuwuptu, nnnug huuwn 
wuynhtp knhuuinu En ne Uwhn YGuup: 

®unp nwuUp wLGNwnwuUu wu swhwyhnpuGnancu huudwn, nnnup yntuwhwuw yuu wwyldwuuGnne 
UE9* nhLtwyhu UnphyuGnu puy syngwu Uwnk, gwhtpan LnphumnubGuwu: 


Lpntwoénietwu uE9 Uuuntény ww2umnuwuntyeGuu funumniluGpny wuyptguu: Wuwnnwn 
puuunwuintehLuuGnne wngte 3huntuh wnnwnnteGwu qnuwhn hwquu: 


2Gndntwonnwywu wuntwuntup 3puntuh 62uUwnunteGwu UwplvuwgnLundp nhuwqnwitghu: 


Shuntuh Uwha pntug Uwndhuutnn_u UE9g Yntghl, nnwtugh YGwupn Awy UtGunwnpwuwywu 
GuyGnGghutnn_u UE9 UGngnndtn: 

GyEp. 170 hwnwpwuwywu Gpgtnny GL wnoeputpnd moubup 170-wUGwyp Wuun_ény upnnyu 
GL Anw2wanndntehLtuuGnn_u, nnnup znnundwyntGguu Aw) UtGuNwnwuwywu GyGtnGghutnne 
qnyntehtundp: 


Gufuwuwydwup 170-wltwyh Souwywnwpnietwu 


Wuhuwnpu E, nnuyEu UeGuwnawuwywuutp wnanwnwglt, 170-wUGWwyp mouw ywuMunntehcun, 
Gnp hnqgtennwwycu 4nntnne Ge hnufwutnne ueE9g Y’wuynhup: 

2uw) UrGunupwuwywu GYytntghh ountunn wwywgnjg En Utn punGywnghsutnnt hngtinn 
puwndéncuphu: AngGinnwuytu Unwnwutwu Ywunwnutpan hwuw6é Ehu, nin ya ywybyEAu Wuunntdény 
UGn4ywyntehtun, unpntehtup ne uNGHowannsdntyeGuwu YwWuupbyntepluu nt qG&ntgyntyehtun: Anu 
nnn2zuntGguwu Uuumniony Uywnwagnhu jwwywuh2zutnny, ne unwgwu fntug Ynsdwu wtuppn 
wuuwhudwu hnphqnuny, ne Wuunn ony ywLrpwGuuyuwu ntfunhu 2gunnhuwg nt ufnny wnGnnu: 

Un’, Upwyl Angtinn YGpwqununtup YwuwnuGneEu Ynuwup funnpn syewthwugb,, pvenuby GL 
ouUpn2fuub, UGp huLuimMphn nwhdyhnwuGnn_u Ynsncup, nuwLrwuwupp, njngwlunh YunnwuGuineyehcup, 
HuwLumMwnuntehLtup nk Uwnwmfnnunthyp: 

3nqgGennwuyEu Unwnwu (~GnuGpane Ywumwnutpn Ya hwuupup 3huntup htw ninnwhuwyGwg 
hunnnnuygntentu neuGuuynd, 62uUwnhw hweiwiumpny, wnorepny, Untpp Angenyl pGgntunthitund 
nt hn YGuwg houph uuntunny: 


UWyu wwiGu whywuygwyntn Ynuwup pypwy UGp huLwinph YywuGpne 3huntuwunnnth unwntnn_u Gt 
hwuyuwy, Ge quuhwunt, ywwinqwup pntlg hnswhywo UtGuNwnpwuhu: 
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Uluwlum 3wungntuuGbpn CPwpbywnghsubp 


Wunup* 3npeh Udwu, YGwuph Ente Ynnn_umutnn* 

e Umugntwoph jwithznwyntehtup 

e wnhtunun Guyewnwuh Uwhniwu uwnuninp 

e Gt Shqhpwywu ne AnqgGywu pwgntw6o UvyEnptnn nhluwqnwitghu tntp wufuwfunm 
hwuUnquntuptnnu: 


Ww. AWumNWwun ghwnEhu per npnt Eh huwitwinwgén 

«Wju suungswnwupuGpu wy, Ya Yntu, puyg wuore sGU uGwytn, ywuuqh ghwntu st nnnt Gu 
huwiwiuugtn Ge hwungniwo Gu yeE hu pnGu wrwunws6 YGwupu Ynuwy wwhty» (RP. Spud. 1. 12): 

Quinswnwuputnp Yntghl Lnhumnuh UE wnadwiuwgwd huLwinpny, Uwhntwu pnw ywun_yehtup 
nhuUwaqnweGghu Shuntuh fuouptnn_u ypwy YuMwhtynd, nn puwre «Gu GU Swnntehtun Gt UGwupp»: 

Uju wnwehu hhuuwpwnl E 170-wluGwyp nouwbywuwnntetwu: 


AwuMNWM ghwnEhu, n tug © 

1909-hu, Aw) UtGnwnwuwywu GYGEnGghuGpn wwiunnthnwynteGwup up Y’ntnnncepu newh 
Umwuw wmunpGywu Awdwantlwnhu UGnywy pypwyne: Awuwuywnhh plyewgphu nnnzGghu qh2tnt, 
OuUwuheE Awy UtGwWwnawuwywl Gyentghnu uE9: 

Gha2tpny wnptuwnpnt feninp qhuntnnuGp gnguwwiuntghu GytEnGghu ne wqanwnwntghu 
hnuhtuGnn_u nt unhuyGghl nnn2gncu wnub, hwLrwunntpwgnteGudp wuyntpn.* wu pnhumnnuEwywu 
huLuiupny Anypqnebyn: 

Wunup hwungniwé Enu, UGnnwy Uhuwp GL Uptnuwaqndp Ulwu, nn Ynwyh uEg pul pntug 
Onyhsn nng E: 

Cumptghu hnypqniup knpumnup YouUnwuntyetwu hwtwimnpny. Wu Gnypannn hnduwpwnu En, 
nn pntug UEnnidu En UpusGL f Uwh hwewuupudnteGuu* nnuyEu Uwnumfpnnuutn 2wy UtGuwuwywu 
GytnGghpu: 


q. 3wumwiu ghwnEhu, np nnnzuniwé EAU pwihpwnbuuywu Yawuph Jumnwhnietwuep 

Sneh Udwu jwimNwWnwntghu «foeEtG. wyu Unnyeu udwuuwy, hU Uwnuhundu qUumniwd whunh 
unGuubu.» (3np. 19. 26): 

Gngwuhy 3njup hwumMwunintuu En pptbug wufuwfunm hwiwimphu: 

«hu wspGnu whinh ntGulubu quwuh yw, Ge n¢g rE ninh2n» (8np. 19. 27): 

hntug huUwn wuynhip Shuntu En, GL Uwhna YGwup* jwrhpwmGuuyuwu YGuwup: Uu Gannnn 
quinuuhpu En, nn wugnnwywuh uLg, UWuunnony jwrtpwGuwywu ewquwinnnteGwu 6wnwyGghu, wy) 
UtGunwpwuuywu GytnGghh hhuuwnyntyetuup: 

Cnnuwundw4utnp Aw ULGNwnawuwywu GyEntghutnn_u, 170 nwnhutnni puyewgphu, Gt GnGnuh 
ndnfuwjyhu ontpnt uty fuy jntuwnnntGgwu UWuunnony jwtpuGuuyuu ALfunh wnGnnu, nn up 
Jh2GguEn Wuunntény VEnp, Annnpuntyehiup, UEnYywynthLup Ge bunuunn_up: 

Goren jntuwnnhs Ge quuy,G_p ne yrwnwenn qnyuGnnu: 

GyEp, Wumntony Shuowuhu wwy huwUwfudpnthpup ne UAwuhnwn jwnwewnhutup wnwptuyh 
unshu huwquuntypnd: 

«ALuinh UGUp wy], nn wyuguu UywuGnn puqun etude zngwuwuin.wdé Gup, wuEu Owunn_yeh_u 
Utn ynwyEu uUEynh d4qtup Gi uGq nhtpwe ww2wnnn Utnpn, hwuptnniehtuny Ywqtup utp wngte 
nnntw6 wuuwnEqhu puyewgpn: 3huntuh Uwyhup, UGn hwLwuMph wnweunnnhu ne yumwnnnhpu:» 
Gan. 12. 1-2: O 
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Uvuunpwyhny Zw) Ucbnwpwtswywt Cuyknwiygniptwut 


15 wltwypt wohpnd 


YbuuWwUNnnNnG SwuZuUNnnephcu 


Up hwynpyhttp, qghuwhg hwy dnynynipnh 
jin Gotntutiwt wiunpunp guirht ti yuyhspt 

Et whuwyjny Urbnwpwth uppugqut ywunquuht, 
dstnvuy mnrht Udtphyuyp Zw Urtkinwpwtyswywt 
Cuytpwlgniptut: 

fuwttthptg nwppttp wows, 1991-ht wiuwyjnd 
ginh d4wytht tr huypttuh hnnh Ywtspt, Vlbphywyp 
2wy Urtwnupwbtywywt Cuykpwygniphiip 
Guwjh Uwpgqupth tuwt «Uhwiwuhy ku, qhu 
npyt ywuwulumttg Uuunrdn) «N'Y npybu ta 
utgh hwuwp ny whwnh Eppwy dawytht tb. nnp 
npwi puptwiywp bt hupthytwt, tnpwtywiu 
Zwywumnwth pugni huqupwulbwy hnjht ypu: 

Swupthhtg mwphttp wnwyg, 2000 pniw- 
Ywtht, Udtppywjh Zw Urtnupwtswywt 
Cuytpwygniptwt Twphy Stoptt, tp. tn. 
Unduktu Swtujwgqkwt wkupypp nttbgut dtp htin 
Uhwuht wyu gunnipht ues hputbyn. Utumpuyhny 
2wy Urtwmupwbtywywt Cuykpwygniphiip 
Epqupkjny Urbmwpwtyswywth pupniptiwt 
wyppipp Uptst. Utunpwyhpwhwt gulwpwilwup 
Et bpwywtwgttyny wyu qunniph snght ukg 
hwuntugwd hydap bt jnpnny ywtdtwonniphrip 
wtuwut sttwynt «quwgEp pnjnp wqqkpp 
w2wytpuntglp» Uunniwduyht wwinguuht: 

Utwgtwyjp wwumudnipiwt Yp ywunlwih br 
wtnp Yywyntphrtt E: Zwypktuppp fuwpufubwy 
hgopniphiup kt hwy dnynnynipgnh hnqkinp, 
hpuwgwiwt tr. ppqhpwywt pwpopniphitp 
tywunwl niikuwyny, Uttnwpwtswlwtp, pp 
pnynp pbictpny, jnin br wuiwpunrtg gupniumltg 


la. upun.t bopp nwphttp wnwsg, 1918-ht, hnyy, 


bp Swnuynipptittpp uwiunigwmtk) hwypbuhph tr 
Upgwjuh Uptyt. hinwinp uwhldwttkpn: 

Utduwpnwiy uppny Gr hudwuyywpthwl nghnd 
Uttnwpwtsw wip hp hnqwénipiwt hnjwtht 
munwotg hwy Uwtntybt uyubwy, wywunwtpht, 
Ephuwuwppypt, swhwhwuht, nwptght kr 
pogwywnnibt ypwy: Utnp nigwyjpnipkwt 
wnowpywt nupdw. uwhlwtwutpda huy ghujp br 
gbinwght, pwiwlt nt ghuswnuynnp, dppwinpt 
n. hhrwtnwtngp, pnyppht wonngniphrut nr 
Yktuwlwywpnwlp, neuniut nt qupqwgniup: 

Uttnwpwtywhwtp, nwpwip Uuyn Gykntghp 
uppuqwt wnowpkjnipiwt Ynnpht mwpuwdlg 
Uuunidny Juoupp, pudttg Lphumnuh pwph jnipp 
Et hwiwmph whnituptbpnit wnwoetnpnlg huy 
wthwinnp: 

Uju optpnit Epypwqnitnh Zpiupuwjpt 
guuwpwuwutpp nnipu Yn. qui phpw, dtgnn br 
Ahtuwywun dvkntujht EqutwmlE up puqpybjyny 
Quwpnttp: Gupn.tp tnwiwytkpni qintghugqnytt 
E: Upttp otpudniphitp ynqtinpt utgq, Ywuuy 
Uwnqugkwnpttkpt br qnitwqky swnhyttpp 
puphny Yp mpwlwuyptt utq pul pmyncutbpnr 
nhiphs Epqkgnyjniphrup Ywrtmt quujy typ 
Guptwt qwyniump: Gunniup, fkpwdtnrtnh, 
wtinpwunwupdh tr. ubép ophtniphrutbipnr 
ghuwigniptwt quwhwmnwitph Enwtiwht FE: 
PCulwtiwlt — motwfulpkjn. Yawtpp, dkgh 
puswyniwsd fuununnipbwt, wuywhnyniptwt tr 
pupgquywaniuht uEg9: 

Puwyg funynidh wywh up widhowyku wty- 
pwujwuntwy Yn. nw pE wwpwqwt tnytip sF 
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Upjpntwinpttpnr. hwuwp npnup ywuypht 
wafuwphbh snipop wuywhnynrp but, pun wnniptut 
Ei qintghyh pugwuluwyniptwt: Uhypntuinptkp, 
npnip mwywiht qnpyniwsd yp viwt «Gwgk p 
pnynp wyfuwph nt wikwinwpwtp pupngkglp pnjnp 
umbndniwdttpn.i» (Uwpl. 16:15) Uttwwpwth 
wunqwuEu: 

fon, wnikp psp wyu wwhnru hwuyhpd Ybpuyny 
winnwnwntiwy; wy tiniwq pwfunwinptipnr 
Upwy uwpwSniws Epqnwaqninh 24 tpypptkpnr 
ute npnig Yp SwnwjE Utitmnwpwiswywtp br 
npntp ywrkj bw] oguniptwt wyphipttpny Yptwt 
nuntwy 30 Yuu 40 Epyppttp: Uy Ywyptpnit 
uto Uttwnwpwtyswywtp Yp swtiwy hwpunty 
Ywjup, nghuniptiwt tr. fwuiwph wqnkgniphrun 
wtntg hwugtkjny Uuinidny fuoupp, niuvwt tr 
qupquwugniuh, quiwy Up gniph bt tywtwyh, ninh 
Gi nwpuwth Up Ynnphu: 

Upwutwpwp yophttpqktp wtntg Uuuniu- 
suuywpgk. Ykwtpp, quptwut onrtisp hp tipun.dbup 
nptxk tqnwtwh tr nyu yp tkpztstup wtntg: 

Zuyptupph uty huuuuinniwsd 22 Gyintighttpniti 
ti. qUuinniwd wwomny dnnnynipyjht tlt: 

Ubpwltontwy nwypngttpn, Lppunntituywt 
Fwunhwpwhniptwt Ykennntttpni1, dwtitu- 
yuputqutpnr, Wuwttwg-Qwipgutpnr 
Lnhuunuh uEpp pwdtbyny wtntg hiw: 

Luhuunwy ghtuswnwjnjtkpn. ptnwthpttpnr 
puuywpwtwyht tnpnqgniptiwt tr wintg nipwinh 
quiwlttpnt fuluultwywynipiwt hnywiu- 
tnpnietwuup: 

Zuphipwinp hudwyuwpwtiwywttkpnar 
niuwt swhuutpnt tr pnowhh tuywumnd Uniphny, 
Lhpwtwuth, Zwyptubph, Uhwgkw, Lwhwigttpnr 
uE9 GL wyjnip: 

1500-E wikyp, nwpntk nwph hndwtwinpniwd 
hujpttwptwl dwtn ytkpny be ywunwtpttpny: 

Zwmjyugkwt Zwilwjuwpwth dbo tywun 
uumuwgnn hwppipwinp hwy tr uwtiwiwtn fipgpt 
uh pwth mwppttpn.t yumywuuyku Untphwhuy 
niuwunnutpnt tuwt: 

Gipnyuwyh, Uhght Uptibyph ti Zwpwiuyht 
Uudtppywyh uE9 Swnwjnn puwquwpht hnyprttpnr 
mpniws tuyywumnh tut: 

Uow 400 sttgnn, Ywjynwn bi. mtmbumlwt 
ndniwp wuylwtttpnr uk wypnn Urtunputwt 
ginwitpm, tnpwhtpu, wnpnh kt npwliwinp 


Ywpdwpwth wtiyawn niuwitnyn woawykpmtkpnr 
tuwit: 

Uukunipkp, 4wulpwpttpni vbo Uumniwdwyht 
hpwowjh punipehiup Yuyjnn Gr winp wnpwpnilp 
quwhwiuny kt hwnp mating ywnwth- 
Eppunwuwpnttpnrt tulut: 

Uuuni6ny nwanptt uE9 dwnwyjnn bt mwu- 
twliwlttpnt plupwgpht niuldwt tywun 
unwgny hwphipwinp Uunniwiwpwtwtywt 
wowytpunttpnr twit: 

Gi ywunyuutu ykpoht uh pwth wwphttpnr 
pupwgpht, Uwhniwt, guih br nwnwywuiph 
gUpnipp fudny bi qwp Up bup ypypt quy- 
pulwuinipiwt gniyp dtnpht hupwqumn 
onnwtkt hinwgny bt. hinwgninn Uniphwhwyn.t 
hwunky gnigwptpniws thrpwl wt br pwpnywywt 
wtnwypniu ogtniptiwt Epywpwsd dtnpht tuut: 
Cwppp Epywp F nwyunht puyg ty up wimp £ 
Yutq wntity: 

Uju pnynpp, gunphht Uunnidn ophtniptwt, 
puptpwpttpn wowiuwdtnt tuywunpt, wiuhwuwp 
Puph Uwlwpwghtkpni tt qnhnnniptwudp Epynr 
jnilwt tnthpny wyphttnnt: 

Uju poynpp twtr hinwinp Utumpwypny br 
wyjnip qmtininyn gnpdsh pukkpttpni kt pwph 
Yuubtgnynniptwup oduniwsd hwynpnhttpnt.: 

2015p UEY huytypt Ep Uttnwpwtswlwth 
Ybpnyhatuy Swnwyniphrititpnrt ki wowptynrypetwt: 
Ujuop, witjh pwt tpptp, tnpngniwsd fuptnny tr 
pwpniws huwumpny kybp nhlwinpkup wuywqut, 
pbntwinpniws wifuwjum jwudtwonniptwdp tr 
whtun Ywlpny gwpnitiwbpnt wrbyp thuyjjnit 
qujpph Up wbtsnn Ubp qniqwhtn pupwgny 
wnwpbyniphrup: 


Ow np Uunnidny: 


Ow np Urtnwpwtiywywtp ykpmnny pnjnp 
uipnitinttpn.t: 


Fwph tpp Urunpwypn Zwy Urtuwpwtyuywt 
Cultpwlgniptwt: 


Switpdniphrt hwyng wah}uwphpt: 
Surkt wtdtwt 


Uuyphy) 10, 2016 
Uhuth, Utumpuypu 
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Bookstore 


BOOKS 


THE ARMENIAN ANSWER TO THE ARMENIAN QuESTION, by 
Richard Melikian, This book is not about the past. It is about 
the future.pb HCO35S .......cececccccceseeceeesteeeeeseeeeeeseeeenees $12.00 
AcaADEmiEs FoR ANATOLIA, by Frank A. Stone, A Study of the 
Rationale, Program, and Impact of the Educational Institutions 
Sponsored by the American Board in Turkey, 1830-2005, 400 pp, 
FG 2D cee cde wwe sedis ious sdapeced acts dud eddpecuy Gdeced egas acty ov icteaddvasieaadeey $39.99 
ARMENIAN CHRISTIANITY - THE FaiTH oF A Nation, by Rev. Dr. 
Aharon Sapsezian, A historical look at Christianity in the Arme- 
nian Culture.PD #252 ........cecccccccecceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees $10.00 
ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL MovemMENT - History, FAITH AND 
Mission, by Rev. Barkev N. Darakjian, The book consists 
of two parts: Armenian Evangelical Movement and General 
Articles, 249 pp, pb #341 oo... ceeeeeeceeeeececeeeeeeeeeeeetees $15.00 
THe ARMENIAN EvANGELICAL Wor-tp CounciL, by Rev. Dr. Vahan 
Tootikian, A Bilingual Book, is the History of the Armenian 
Evangelical World Council from its inception in 1978 through 
the year 2014. pp. 397, hc #HCO356 ........ ce ceeeeeee eee $35.00 
THE ARMENIAN GENocIDE, Compiled and edited by Wolfgang 
Gust. Evidence from the German Foreign Office Archives, 
1915-1916, 800 pp, NC #349 ooo ee eeeeeeeeeeeteeees $75.00 
ARMENIAN NEEDLELACE & EmBroipery, by Alice Odian Kaspar- 
ian, A photographic collection of more than 100 priceless speci- 
mens (a third in color), 127 pp, hc #120 ............ee eee $15.00 
THE BeNeFITS & CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL 
CHURCH TO THE ARMENIAN Nation, by Rev. Dr. Vahan Tootikian, hc 


BLEessiNGs IN BittER Cups, by Rev. Dr. Giragos Chopourian. A 
triumphant story of a small clan of successful working class Ar- 
menians living in Turkey just prior to World War I., hc #305 ........ 
$20.00 

A Brier History oF ARMENIA, by Rev. Sarkis Papajian, 134 pp, 


DD F140 oe se arceseneSecGtacodgteah eels chet a caeeedeioaseieeeseadeeesean $5.00 
CLAws OF THE CRAB: GEORGIA AND ARMENIA IN Crisis, by Ste- 
phen Brook, 354 pp, Nc #237 .........::::cceeeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees $25.00 


Days oF TRAGEDY IN ARMENIA, by Henry H. Riggs. An American 
Missionary born in Ottoman Empire, gives a first hand account of 
events in Kharbert during the Genocide, 220 pp, pb #267$25.00 
Escape To Musa DaGH or THE BANISHMENT OF ZEITOUN AND 
Suepia’s Revott, by Rev. D. Antreassian, 74 pp, pb #259 .$7.00 
ARMENIAN EVANGELICALS’ CHALLENGE To Reticious Extremism: The 
Growing Influence of Fundamentalism in Armenian Evangelical 
Churches. by Dr. Arthur Salibian. pb #361 .............::::ceeeee $8.00 
| SHALL Not Die, By Rev. Nerses Sarian. The personal accounts 
of Rev. Sarian's survival story during the Armenian Genocide 


V5G PP se PD ASAT x. & sccssccescciscctseceds desecesddesdceierssecbiedesteeitdese $12.00 
THE HERITAGE OF ARMENIAN LITERATURE, VoLume I, From the 
Oral Tradition to the Golden Age 388 pp, hc #288 .......... $35.00 
THE Martyrep ARMENIAN wrRiTeRS 1915-1922: AN ANTHOLOBY, 
By Herand M. Markarian, 250 pp, pb. #362C..............: $30.00 


Musa DacH Girt Daughter of Armenian Genocide Survivors, 
the author tells of her loving upbringing against a dark historical 
background. 548 pp, #348 ........cccccceceeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeteteneees $30.00 
NeiTHER To LaucGH Nor To Weep, by Rev. Abraham Hartu- 
nian. A Memoir of the Armenian Genocide #56c...... $12.95 
In OTHER Worops, by Rev. Dr. Peter Doghramji. A variety of 


Selected SErMONS. #310 .........cccccceesssecccceeeeesssseeeeeeeeeeeeres $20.00 
Showers oF Grace, by Arousiag Tovmassian Missirlian. A 
Memoir of God’s abundant blessings throughout a lifetime 


of Christian service. #5346 ..............cccceeeeeeseeeeeeeeeees $20.00 
SuRVIVAL oR REvivAL, by Carnegie S. Calian, Ten keys to 
Church vitality. #27 8.........cccccccccccceeeeeteeeeecteeeeeeeeeeteteees $17.00 


THe TuHirsty Enemy - A memoir, by Dr. John Markarian. /t 
tells about the beginning steps in the creation of Haigazian 
College (now University), an institution of higher learning, 
and finds its theme in seven years of war, giving a drink to 
the thirsty Enemy. 438 pp, hc #335 
Torn BETWEEN Two Lanps, by Robert Mirak, Armenians in 
America 1890 to World War |. A comprehensive study of 
the Armenian community in America. #121 ............+ $25.00 
THE TREATMENT OF ARMENIANS IN THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE 
1915-1916, By Viscount Bryce. Documents presented to 
Viscount Grey of Fallodon Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs. BAF ccc ccccccccccte ccc cececcesensenssaeceeeeeeeeesensnteaes $23.00 


NC F27 i. vie nics ii hipaa win Sinn ee $35.00 


We Watkep, THEN WE Ran, by Alice Muggerditchian Shipley. The 
courageous story of nine-year old girl as she and her family fled 
Armenia during the Turkish atrocities, Db #125 .........:::00+ $8.00 
160TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL CHURCH 
(in English and Armenian), by Rev. Dr. Vahan Tootikian, 
Articles and lectures by the author, lectures by Armenian 
Evangelical ministers and lay leaders presented at the 
All Armenian Evangelical Conference held in Yerevan, 
Armenia, Sept. 15-17, 2006 and a brief report on the 160th 
Anniversary celebrations held in Armenia. #327 .....$30.00 


£U36PRU &PPAREP 


Uyu SniGp Bn*iyn & pk bdu - 2t6nhGwyY QuikG rowGétuG 
= NifumugGugnifpiG nEyh UpbiiunbwG QwywunwG, Up- 
thyhpw Ge GnunwGnGnrynypu - 2bnhpGuypG opwapniebuG 
kobnkG wnGniwd - #352 000... c cece eeeeee ees $35.00 
U.peGgnip Ubpuhbnhy @uGningn UnwoGnpnp - S6npGwly\ Up- 
finwG GhqukGtwG - UnwoGnpn Yu niunighy wywupwuuntyne 


nuupGpwgp — #323 0... ccc cece eeceeeceeeeeeeneeaes $10.00 
UtwGph PdwuunietwG GunuGhppGipp - 2tnpGwy Ukdpp 
SwdpwupdnidttbwG #COSS4 |... ccc ccc cceeeeeeeeeee eee $5.95 


UtGwg dwg - QtnhGuyGtp’ Uwnghu SudyntbwG t. Upfipwo 
GhqukGtuG - Spwmnwpwhyniwd 2006-pG dwy Urbuwpwiwyud 
Cundnith 160-witwyhpG QumunpyGtp dw) UrcbunwpwGwywuG 
Anqtinp %pwywGniyebGkG 1846-2006 - #332 ........... $10.00 
d2wyky UnwehG GuywpwG - 2tnpGwy* QuikG tewhttuG - 
UwGyniep.G nGkgnn wqn vp yniztpp - #351..... $35.00 
Angtinn UwunpniGtp - tnhGwiY UWhipwG GhqukétuG - 
Spwumupwyniwds 2009-pG - RuwpngGtp be bwuwluoune{GGtp - 
FED ossscs bast sslrsct coh Uaetd wad och Soastcw seca desecacesaws Seeceisl ON uesseitee cosets $20.00 
Uhpyy =OpkGpp - SwuGwpwhbwy QwunippwhGtpp Ge 
SEnniGwywG Unoppn - StnpGwulY bp. VowG Ququyiwi tw 
Utp. bnyu. Opyepp SnnnwG6p - #330... eee cece $5.00 
Anny QuunwGbyuG SniGp - UGugnpynwgh SniG %wpéh Qwuiin- 
eluG dp - SenhGwl 2pwGn, GpiqkjbwG - #329... $20.00 
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ARMENIAN BIBLES -UUSNhUCUCAhv26Pe 


UppewGEu RAG. CGqGuybuG be GnoGuipnfunyepiGp Pwpbyup- 
qnyefiG sk = 26nhGwy’ GaniwGn, LwunGhp - #331 .$20.00 
ARMENIAN REFERENCE BIBLE - hc black - large - # 13x1 .... $25.00 
pb white - large # 13X20... eeeeceeeeceeeeeeeeteeeeeeeeteeeeeees $20.00 


Leather bound black - large # 13X3 oo... ee eeeeeeeeeeee $30.00 
Leather bound white - large # 13X4 oo... eeeeeeeeeeee $30.00 
SeERPAZAN BapmutIuN (Children’s Bible) # 155b............ $10.00 
vLtpwodnyehiG “enn GunulwupwGfp - StnhpGulY dtp. &hnpuyp 
Ma ubWbwaG F202 ceeccetwssevecueyecacnsvddaraneesneuntoceveenenty $10.00 


often nanan nena nn nnn nnn 


Book Order Form 


Please forward Book(s) {List by catalogue Item No.(s)} 


# (s) For a total of $ plus 


$_~—~———_ for postage and handling. 


In the U.S. add US$5.00 for first copy and US$2.00 for each 
additional book. For Canada and international orders, please call 
or e-mail AMAA for shipping and handling charges before you 
send in your order - (order books by catalogue numbers). 


Name: 


Address: 


E-mail: 


Tel: 


Enclosed is my check for $ 


Make checks payable to Armenian Missionary Association of America in 

U.S. dollars and mail to AMAA, 31 West Century Road, Paramus, NJ 

07652. To purchase with a credit/debit card, please call the AMAA office at 
201.265.2607 or visit our website www.amaa.org 


For a complete listing of our Bookstore items, please contact AMAA 
Bookstore: 201.265.2607, or visit www.amaa.org 


U.2fuumwufptg* U.pnwiwd 
WwGn.yGtpn 


UppuquG QuumdnijniG = 
3nqu-uwpbwG - U.uunniwdiwdwonily - 
Manga Messiah - WwG\q\w Utupw - Armenian Children's 
Graphic Bible. Manga Messiah is an account of the life 
Of JESUS. #348 oo... ccecccccc ces esseeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeenes $10.00 


CDs, TAPES & DVDs 


(CD) Brahms, Schubert, Gomidas, 
Bagdasarian, Milhaud, Reger - by Gor Hovhannisyan, Viola and 
Gary Kirkpatrick, Piano. Recorded live, #301................. $15.00 
AMAA's "Younc VirTuosos” oF ARMENIA - (CD) Musical Ensemble 
of 6 talented children - ages 9-14 (violins, cello, flute & piano) - 


A Viota RECITAL - 


Armenian and international classical music, #293 ............ $10.00 
Hooysus Es (You are my hope) - (CD) by Mary Balian - Armenian 
Contemporary MUSIC. #358 ............cccccccccesseccesssseeeessseeees $10.00 


ARMENIAN MebiEvAL & Contemporary Music - (CD) by 
Hampartsoum (Hampic) Djabourian, Solo Clarinet & String 
Quintet. Music by Komitas, Ruben Altunyan, Alexander 
Spendiarian and Aram Khachaturyan. #347B ................ $12.50 
Komitas Dupuk Metopies - (CD) by Hampic Djabourian and 
Ensemble. This set includes 2 CDs and 1 DVD and was recorded 
live at Gomidas Chamber Music Hall in 2010. #347C....... $12.50 
My Journey Home - (DVD/CD) by Hampig Djabourian (Clarinet 
& Duduk) with the National Chamber Orchestra of Armenia and 
Ruben Asadryan, Conductor. #347A..........cccccccscceeesseeees $16.50 
BiBLicAL PARALLELS - (DVD) Paintings by Lucy Janjigian - The 
paintings are the evolutionary results of many years of Bible 
Study - Accompanied by music and narration - 32 paintings, 


JourNneY To Resurrection - (DVD & Video) Paintings by Lucy 
Janjigian - Depicting images of Passion Week scenes from Holy 
Thursday to the Resurrection, with scenes from Jerusalem's 
land marks with narration and musical accompaniment - 33 
paintings, DVD #313a, Video #313b ........ cc eeeeeeeeeee $25.00 
Uprootep - (DVD) Paintings by Lucy Janjigian - Depicting 
images from the Armenian Genocide by the Ottoman Turks - 
Accompanied by photographs, narration and music - 32 paintings 


Featured Books 


The Armenian Genocide: 


Exploring Our Faith: 

In the Words of the 
Apostles' Creed 

By Rev. Dr. Peter 
Doghramji 

Item # 358 - Price: $10.00 
To order this book, please fill 
out the Book Order Form. 
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The Youth Home of 
Istanbul: The Return of 
the Remnants. 

By Hrant Guzelian 

@ Item # 357- Price: $20.00 
To order this book, please 
fill out the Book Order 
Form. 


THE YOUTH HOME OF 


ian) | Evidences from the 
German Foreign Office 
Archives, 1915-1916. 
Compiled and edited by 
| Wofgang Gust 

“| Item # 349 Price: $75.00 
To order this book, please 
fill out the Book Order 
Form. 


Obituaries 


Hildalea Gaidzakian 

Hildalea Gai- 
dzakian passed away on 
April 25, 2016 in Sao 
Paulo, Brazil. She was 
86. 

Hildalea was born 
on February 13, 1930 
in Beirut, Lebanon to 
Armenian immigrants 
Zabel and George H. Gaidzakian and came to 
Brazil with her parents and brother in 1935. 

In Sao Paulo she studied at Conservatorio 
Dramatico e Musical de Sao Paulo as well 
as at Conservatorio Anchieta of Faculdade 
Mozarteum and became a professional of high 
artistic level as a singer, concert pianist, con- 
ductor, declaimer, broadcaster, and a dedicated 
music teacher. She received many awards and 
trophies for her work. 

After completing her music training in 
Brazil, she went abroad where she advanced 
her vocal training at the University of Albany 
in New York. She performed in Canada, 
Lebanon, France, Argentina and the Republic 
of Armenia, always being praised for her per- 
formance, and was known as the "Nightingale 
of Armenia." 

Hildalea was a member of the Coral Pau- 
listano at the Teatro Municipal of Sao Paulo, 
where she was one of the major soloists. She 
was a Professor of Piano and Singing at the 
Conservatory of Santana, at the Brazilian 
Baptist College and Queen of Apostles, as 
well as a Professor of Vocal Technique at 
the Faculty of Dramatic and Musical Con- 
servatory of Sao Paul. She was the head of 
Madrigal "Angelic Choirs," presenting many 
recitals. On the day the Gaidzakians settled 
in Sao Paulo, they became members of the 
Armenian Evangelical Central Church of 
Sao Paulo, contributing much to the spiritual 
and social activities of the community. For 
35 years Hildalea was the soloist and Choir 
Conductor of the Church. 

With an outstanding performance in the 
professional world of art and in the Armenian- 
-Brazilian community for nearly 50 years, 
Hildalea was one of the legitimate interpreters 
of Armenian music, both sacred and popular, 
as well as Armenian history and Armenian 
poetry. 

She is survived by her sister-in-law, 
nieces, a nephew, and several cousins. The 
wake was held at the Armenian Evangelical 
Central Church of Sao Paulo on April 26, and 
a memorial service was held on May 8. 

She will be missed immensely by her lo- 
ved ones and by the Armenian Community of 
Sao Paulo, Brazil. May God bless her memory 
and comfort her family members. O) 


Rosemarie and Levon 
Goulian 


ul 


The following obituary is in loving 
memory of two AMAA supporters who 
passed away in 2073. 


Rosemarie Taneian Goulian, a resident 
of New Milford, NJ, passed away suddenly 
on March 8, 2013. She was devoted to 
her family and the Armenian community. 
Rosemarie’s parents were Haiganoush 
(Helen) and Bognos (Paul) Taneian of 
Guttenberg, NJ. She was married at Holy 
Cross Armenian Church in Union City, 
NJ and was also a member of St. Thomas 
Armenian Church in Tenafly and the 
Armenian Presbyterian Church in Paramus. 

Levon Martin Goulian, Rosemarie’s 
devoted husband, passed away on October 
3, 2013. He was born in East Orange, NJ 
to Rose and Martin Goulian and grew up in 
Weehawken, NJ. He was a member of the 
Armenian Presbyterian Church in Paramus 
for 94 years. Levon served in the Army during 
WWII at a very young age and was stationed 
in Panama. 

Rosemarie and Levon left behind 
wonderful memories with their son, Paul, 
and their daughter, Carol Ellen (Stewart), 
both from Ridgewood, NJ, and their five 
grandchildren, Alyssa Goulian Stack 
(husband Rob), Katherine Goulian King 
(husband Sean), Victor Edwin Stewart, Jr., 
James Taneian Stewart, Jr. and Andrew 
George Goulian Stewart. They were also 
great grandparents to Charlotte Katherine and 
Garrettt Paul Stack. 

Rosemarie is survived by her sister Gloria 
Kouzoujian of Stamford, CT. Her two sisters, 
Beatrice Kassapian and her identical twin, 
Alice Bogdasarian, predeceased her. Levon is 
survived by his brother Richard Goulian. He 
had previously lost his brother Ara Goulian 
and his twin sister Lillian Neuberger. 

Rosemarie was instrumental in the 
AGBU, where she was a Board member 
for many years. She was also active in the 
Women’s Guild at the Armenian Presbyterian 
Church in Paramus, and served on the Board 


of the AMAA. She was a remarkable human 
being, and a wonderful mother, grandmother, 
great grandmother and friend to so many 
people, sharing her values and love with 
everyone who touched her life. 

Levon was a very special person, excelling 
in sales and forming long-lasting friendships 
through his business relationships, a quality 
that he passed down to his children. He was 
a kind, generous person who loved his family 
and read the Bible every day. Levon devoted 
his life to his family by giving his time and 
caring for those whom he loved. 

Both Rosemarie and Levon volunteered 
their time and resources whenever needed 
for the AMAA. Rosemarie also served on 
the AMAA Christmas and Summer Camp 
Committee for many years. 


Richard I. Kasper, M.D. 

Richard L. Kasper, 
MD passed away March 
29, 2016 in Newport 
Beach, CA. He was 
96 and lived a long and 
fulfilled life dedicated 
to his Christian faith, 
his family, his medical 
profession and his 
Armenian heritage. 

He was born Dicran Kasparian on a small 
farm in Fresno, CA in 1919 to immigrant 
parents who had recently arrived from 
Armenia. His family was deeply involved in 
the Armenian community and the Armenian 
Trinity Church in Fresno, CA. 

His mother told him at a very early age 
that he would grow up to be a doctor. He 
excelled in science in school and enrolled 
at Fresno State before transferring to the 
University of California at Berkeley School 
of Optometry. He joined the Navy to help 
with his education and later served in the 
Army Residency Program. He graduated 
from the USC Medical School and practiced 
Ophthalmology in Burbank for 50 years into 
his 80s. Dr. Kasper was involved throughout 
his career with the Doheny Eye Institute at 
USC and received many awards for his work. 
In 1986, he first travelled to Armenia to help 
bring training and ophthalmology equipment 
to the hospital in Yerevan. Later he worked 
with Dr. Roger Ohanesian of the Harvard Eye 
institute in Laguna Beach who ultimately 
found the Armenian Eyecare Project, a 
major medical outreach program providing 
outstanding medical care to the people of 
Armenia. 

Dr. Kasper was an Elder at the Hollywood 
Presbyterian Church, involved with Young 
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Life and Campus Crusade, started a Sunday 
School Class at Mariner’s Church in Newport, 
and taught Sunday School at St. Mary’s 
Armenian Church in Costa Mesa. 

He was preceded in death by his wife of 
65 years Elizabeth in 2010. He is survived by 
his son Dennis and his wife Jodi and their two 
daughters, Ashleigh and Alexandra, and by his 
daughter, Marilyn Beck and her husband Jeff 
and their two children Lori and Matt Davis, 
Matt’s wife Courtney, and his two great 
grandchildren Luke and Theo Davis. 

A memorial service was held for Dr. 
Kasper on April 30 at Mariner’s Church in 
Irvine. O 


Samuel Mesroubian 
Samuel Mesroubian 
of St. Paul MN passed 
away on January 23, 
2016 at the age of 82. 

The first born of 
Armenian Genocide 
survivors Marie and 
Haroutune Mesroubian, 
Sam grew up in 
the village of Kirikhan in the district of 
Iskandaroun, better known in biblical times 
as Antioch and in the present day as Hatay in 
Turkey. When he was six, the family moved to 
Aleppo, Syria. He lived in the refugee camp, 
known as Gurintse Camp, until his graduation 
from Aleppo College. The School was an 
affiliate of the American University of Beirut 
and supported by the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America and many American 
Evangelical Churches in the USA. 

Sam learned the art of watch repair from 
his cousin’s husband and started his own 
shop after graduation. After two years in 
the struggling business he took a position as 
an electrical technician with Iraqi Petroleum 
Company in the Syrian Desert at an outpost oil 
pumping station. When the war over ownership 
of the Suez Canal ended, the company offered 
back pay to its workers. With this small sum 
of money, Sam decided to leave for the U.S. 
to study electrical engineering. 

He received his electrical engineering 
degree and retired from the 3M Company after 
25 years of service. Sam was an active member 
of the Saint Sahag Armenian Apostolic Church 
in St. Paul for many years and a humble, 
cheerful and compassionate member of the 
Armenian Community in Minnesota. 

He is survived by his wife Sylvia, his two 
children Scott and Sherre Mazzarese (David), 
two granddaughters Sarah and Paige, brother 
Azad and his sister Lucy Ishkanian. 

Funeral services were held on January 
27 at the Woodbury Lutheran Church, 
Woodbury, MN. O 


Vahe Stanley Touryan 
Vahe Stanley 
Touryan passed away 
on Palm Sunday, March 
20, 2016, after a short 
illness. He was 77. 

He was born in 
Jerusalem in August 
1939, the fourth child 
of Rey. Vahram and 
Adelina Touryan. Vahe did his elementary 
education at the Central High School in 
Eshrefieh, Beirut. In 1956, he immigrated to 
the U.S. with his family. After completing 
his high school education, Vahe received 
his doctor of Pharmacy degree from the 
University of Southern California in 1965. 
He was certified by the State of California and 
served as a pharmacist at various locations in 
Glendale, CA. Vahe was highly regarded by 
the local community as a capable and very 
caring pharmacist. 

In 1985, he married Ruth Ajemian and 
made his home in Pasadena. Not having 
children of their own, Vahe and Ruth became 
second parents to all the children and 
grandchildren of their brothers and sisters. As 
a gentle, modest, yet highly intelligent person 
with a unique sense of humor, Vahe was adored 
by both the Touryan and Ajemian kids. 

Although Vahe’s profession as a 
pharmacist was his vocation, his real love and 
expertise was in history and political science. 
It was a pleasure to listen to his uncanny and 
often profound analyses of human affairs. Vahe 
accepted the Lord at a young age and had a 
deep understanding and love for scripture. 
Everyone who met Vahe loved and admired 
him. He was one person for whom it can be 
said, "There was nothing false in him." John 
1:47 (NIV) 

He will be missed by his wife Ruth, 
extended family and all who knew him. O 


John Voskian, M.D. 

Dir, U@inm 183, rs 
Voskian, father of 
AMAA Board member 
Michael Voskian, DMD, 
passed away on March 
16, 2016 in Montvale, 
NJ at the age of 91. 

Born in New Jersey 
to Mihran and Victoria 
Voskian, he enjoyed a career spanning over 35 
years as an Obstetrician/Gynecologist in both 
California and New Jersey. 

A graduate of Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute, Troy NY, John served in the Pacific 
Theater with the US Army during WWII. He 
attended Albany Medical School, completed 
his residency in OB/GYN at UCLA in 
California and practiced in Southern California 
before moving back to New Jersey where he 
worked as a physician at Hackensack Medical 
Center and Holy Name Hospital for over 25 
years. 

He met his wife, Marilyn, at a church 
picnic and they were married in 1957. They 
were blessed with three children. John loved 
his family, his church and his friends and the 
joy of bringing new life into the world as an 
OB/GYN physician. He was a mentor and a 
cheerleader to his children and grandchildren, 
never ceasing to support them in all they did. 

He is survived by his wife of 58 years, 
Marilyn, his children Victoria, Michael 
(Jacqueline) and Katherine, and his 
grandchildren Nicole and Jennifer Gambino, 
Dana and Mark Soulas, and Steven, Juliette 
and Evan Voskian. 

Funeral services took place on March 
21 at the Armenian Presbyterian Church in 
Paramus, NJ. The family requests that dona- 
tions may be made in John’s memory to the 
Armenian Presbyterian Church-Building Fund 
or to the AMAA-Voskian Endowment Fund. 0) 


The AMAA Board of Directors and the staff wish to extend 
their heartfelt condolences to the families of the following 


deceased friends. 


* Benjamin Bakerjian 
Oxford, NJ 

* Harout Bedikian 
Commerce City, MI 

* Kveta Florence Dvoracek 
Glendale, CA 

* Silva Gurunlian 
Los Angeles, CA 


* Memorials designated for AMAA 


Geni Helvadjian 
Sao Paulo, Brazil 

* Vahe Manougian 
Aleppo, Syria 

* Mardig Pogharian 
Canoga Park, CA 

* Ephronia Yaghsezian 
Wallingford, CT 
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| would like to support and enable the ACMF to continue making a difference in the lives of Armenia’s most vulnerable citizens. 
A gift of $25 will feed one child for one month - $300 will feed one child for one year. 


Enclosed is my donation in the amount of $ Name: 
Address: 
E-mail: Phone: 


Credit Card info. 0 Master Card O Visa O_ Discover O Amex 
Acct. No. Amount $ Exp. Date 


Celebrate a birthday, a special occasion or the memory of a loved one. 


Gift made (check one) O1 in honor of 0 in memory of Name and address to send tribute/acknowledgment 


Please make all checks payable to the Armenian Missionary Association of America (memo: Milk Fund) or make a donation online today at 
www.amaa.org by clicking on the DONATE button. 


= a Non-Profit Org. 
Armenian Missionary Association of America U.S. Postage 
31 West Century Road : Ep . 
‘aramus, 
Paramus, NJ 07652 Permit No. 55 
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THE HIRST CHURCH COUNCIL OF THE ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL CHURCH OF PERA (BEYOGLU), ISTANBUL TURKEY, 1850 
Toubakji Jovsep, Sarkis Tarpiian, Sdepan Kurkjian, Khachadour Yeznagian, Dehr (Father) Vertaness, Pastor Simon 
Utujian, Hagop Mateossian, Saatji (damakordz) Akribas, M. Djilajian, Gadjoug Tateos, (One name is missing). 


=, 


